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Article Info Abstract

In many languages of the world, there are a sequence of verbs that are called
Article Type: serial verb construction (SVC). They are divided into two types, symmetric and
Research Article asymmetric, based on their composition. In symmetric construction, both verbs
are chosen from the grammatical and semantic open class and in the construction
of an asymmetric serial verb, a verb from grammatical and semantic open class,
and another verb is selected from the limited and closed class. Aspectual or
phasal serial verb is one of the types of asymmetric SVC which represents the
Received: perfective and imperfective grammatical aspect and the lexical aspect of
23, August, 2024 inchoative, continuous and completive. The purpose of the research is to
investigate the inchoative aspect of the SVC in Persian and to determine the
juncture-nexus relation type in the framework of the Role & Reference Grammar
(RRG). In Persian, auxiliary verb is placed in next to the main verb, it expresses
tense, mood, and aspect, and there is a close and strong relationship between the
auxiliary and the main verb, to the extent that they are considered a unit verb and
behave similar to the construction of asymmetric SVC. Therefore, in line with the
Accepted: goal of the research, complex predicates consisting of auxiliary verbs and the
23, August, 2025 main verb were the basis of data selection. These verbs include ‘gereftan (to

take), bardastan (to remove), bargastan (to return), raftan (to go), amadan (to

come), daramadan (to enter), and zadan (to hit)’, which express the inchoative
Published Online: aspect. The data of the research was collected from Najafi Persian Dictionary,
20, September, 2025 Persian language database, storybooks, websites and other research work. Due to
the avoidance of repetition, only one case was presented for each of the
mentioned verbs, which were first examined based on criteria for distinguishing
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veeriwordcsonstrusfirgi SVC in Aikhenvald. Finally, the type of juncture-nexus relationship was
asymmetric seriai explained based on the RRG. The findings illustrate that these constructions are

verb, inchoative SVC and their juncture-nexus relation is of the type of ad-nuclear subordination.
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1. Introduction

A serial verb construction consists of two or more verbs, each of which can be used alone.
There are no marker of dependence such as coordination, subordination, or any kind of
dependence between verbs in a serial verb construction. The serial verb construction behaves as
a single predicate. The grammatical categories including tense, aspect, evidentiality, modality,
mood, reality status, illocutionary force, manner adverbs, markers of subordination (relative
clauses) have the entire construction in their own domain. The serial verb construction cannot
be easily decomposed into a number of coordination clauses and, if decomposed, will have a
different meaning from the serial verb construction. Aikhenvald (2018) defined six
characteristics for a SVC:

a. It has a single predicate,

b. It is single-clause,

c. It has a single intonation,

d. It has the same tense, aspect, and polarity value,

e. It is a single event,

f. It has at least one shared argument (the syntactic subject).

In Persian, the combination of a minor verb "gereftan" (to take) when it means “to begin” with
the main verb, has a serial construction. In the present study, the inchoative aspect is examined
based on RRG.

Materials and Method

In the inchoative serial verb construction, which is one of the types of sequential constructions,
the minor verb meaning "to begin" with the main verb. From Dick's (1997: 221) perspective, the
inchoative is one of the types of phasal aspect. Kilian-Hatz (2006: 116-117) states that the
construction of sequential verbs in the Khwe language has four types: continuous, approximate,
inchoative and completive aspect. From the perspective of Naghzgoo Kohan (2010), the verb
"gereftan" (to take) has an inchoative aspect. Anousheh (2018) stated that the verbs "gereftan "
(to take) and " bargaStan" (to return) can be placed in the role of the grammatical verb of serial
verbs by losing their lexical meaning. In the present study, the inchoative serial verb in Persian
has been investigated based on the typical criteria for recognizing SVC from the perspective of
Aickenvald (2018) and within the framework of the RRG, data were collected from Najafi's
Persian dictionary, websites, and other research works.

The SVC is one of the complex structures of the language, and the RRG proposed three types of
nexus relationships: coordination, subordination, and co-subordination for complex sentences.
The layered structure of the clause has three levels: nuclear, core, and clausal. It is obtained by
combining three levels of nexus with the juncture relations of coordination, subordination, and
co-subordination, nine juncture-nexus types. Semantic relations form a continuum that
expresses the degree of semantic cohesion between related propositional units in a complex
structure. The hierarchy of syntactic linkage relations is ranked based on the intensity of
correlation between units.

Discussion and Conclusion

The inchoative aspect is one of the types of aspectual semantic relations examined in the present
study. One of the verbs expressing the inchoative aspect is the verb “gereftan” (to take), which
is very common in complex construction and has the role of a aspectual. Based on the criteria of
the prototype for recognizing SVC by Aikhenald (2018), the example “They took and slept”
(gereftand xabidand) has serial verb construction. The phase SVC has nuclear juncture because
the two nuclei together form a single predicate, and both verbs match the preferred syntactic
subject in terms of person and number, and the verb " to take" is not a predicate, but rather a
modifier and is represented in the projective of the operator so that the operator encodes the
inchoative aspect for the main verb. As a result, the inchoative aspect of the Persian SVC in the
framework of RRG has an ad-nuclear subordination juncture-nexus relations.
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