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1.Introduction

Strawson (1964) was among the early scholars who investigated topic. Erteschik-Shir (2007)
believed that each sentence has a truth condition which can be assessed in connection with the
topic of the sentence. Topic-less sentences are suspended in the sense they cannot be interpreted
unless a possible topic is found. Topicality is often defined based on the concept of aboutness
(Reinhart, 1982; Gundel, 1988; Lambrecht, 1994). In almost each sentence (proposition), there
is an identifiable and salient referent about which the speaker intends to add some new
information which is the possible topic of the sentence. The inherent and referential properties
of (primary and secondary) topics have been the focus of many studies (Reinhart, 1982;
Vallduvi, 1992, Lambrecht, 1994). Croft (1991) introduced the concept of “natural topicality”
and tried to emphasize of possible properties of topical referent such as saliency and
definiteness. According to Dalrimple and Nikolaeva (2010), topics are naturally definite,
animate, specific, first and second person and pragmatically salient. The relationship between
topic and each one of these factors is investigated by many scholars (Givon, 1983; Dahl and
Fraurud, 1996; Yamamoto, 1999 ; Leonetti, 2003; de Swart, 2007).

2- Literature review

A high correlation is reported between objects and secondary topics on the one hand and
between the subjects and primary topics on the other hand. In all human languages, such a
correlation between high grammatical roles including subject and object with topics is noted by
many linguists (Croft, 1991; Rude, 1986; Blake, 2001; Sasse, 1984). Sasse (1984) claimed that
the correlation between object and secondary topic is so strong that non-topical object lose their
object properties and undergo incorporation. They are no longer a part of argument structure of
the verb and therefore cannot trigger object agreement with object pronominal enclitics
(Bresnan and Mchombo, 1987). Non-topical subjects impose some limitation for the syntax of
some languages. Such subjects cannot preserve their normal position in the sentence (Nass,
2007). In a language such as Nez Perce, topical non-object arguments including adjuncts can be
promoted as direct object and, hence, trigger the object agreement with pronominal enclitics.
Except Persian, few studies addressed the representation of primary and secondary topics. Asadi
and Gowhari (2019), however, investigated the role of pragmatic saliency in primary and
secondary topics. Agreement with topical elements was the main concern of the study. The
results indicated that in Kalhori Kurdish, there was full agreement in terms of number and
person between object clitics and those objects which were prominent and topical in the
discourse (secondary topics). Unlike agreement with topical objects, subject agreement suffixes
are in agreement with both topical and focal subjects (regardless of IS). Furthermore, it was
found that indirect objects can not trigger object agreement, even if they are topical. Karimi
(1990) focused on the role of specificity in the use of postposition /ra/ in Persian without taking
into account its pragmatic function as a marker of secondary topic. Gomeishi (1997) paid
attention to topicality and animacy as factors involved in the use of /ra/ in Persian. Dalrimple
and Nikolavae (2010) adopted a pragmatic approach to the use of /ra/ as a marker of secondary
topic which is almost always matched with direct object of the sentence. This view was much
earlier held by Dabirmogham (1992) who emphasized the pragmatic considerations in the use of
/ra/ as a marker of secondary topics in Persian. The elements marked with /ra/ were salient in
the discourse and a more probable candidate for being topic of the sentence.

3- Methodology

The present corpus study is intended to investigate the linguistic and pragmatic properties of
primary and secondary topics in southern Kurdish. The correlation between the primary and
secondary topics with factors including grammatical roles, animacy, definiteness, referentiality
and specificity and grammatical agreement was calculated. In its canonical use, primary topic is
matched with animate agentive subject and secondary topic is matched with inanimate patient
object. Dalrimple and Nikolaeva (2010) and Lambrecht (1994) as the main theoretical
framework have been frequently cited. Topichood is defined based on the aboutness
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relationship. In other words, topic is that element in the sentence which is the main concern of
the stated proposition. Pragmatic considerations play an important role in determining the
possible topic(s) of a sentence. The natural conversations among the native speakers of southern
Kurdish were recorded, transcribed and analyzed. The investigated corpus included 450
sentences in which 208 topics were chosen, codified and analyzed using SPSS software. For
each variable, a code was defined, for example, in terms of animacy, topics are either animate or
inanimate. Animate topics were accordingly assigned value of 1 and inanimate topics were
assigned value of 2. Then, it was possible to compare different variables for both primary and
secondary topics. Cross-tabulation allowed us to have a full assessment of all factors and
variables of the study. The results, were, then presented in various tables. To avoid a mere
statistical analysis, 4 samples of actual and natural conversations of native speakers of southern
Kurdish were described taking into account features such as definiteness, animacy, specificity,
referentiality, grammatical agreement and prosodic and morphological coding of primary and
secondary referents.

4- Results

The results indicated that primary topics were found to be mainly definite, animate, specific,
referential, agentive and basis of (obligatory) grammatical agreement. The secondary topics
were, also, found to have a high correlation with their expected properties including being
object, specific, referential, patient and being the basis of (optional) object agreement. In terms
of morphological coding, both primary and secondary topics were found to be represented
employing definite noun phrases. In terms of prosodic coding, primary topics were found to be
unaccented while secondary topics were reported to have (activating) accent. Due to their salient
status in the discourse, the investigated topics (primary and secondary) could be both deleted or
moved within their sentences. However, in their marked cases, both primary and secondary
topics are not matched with their inherent and expected properties. However, this mismatch is
not correlated with a linguistic coding of topics in southern Kurdish. The careful study of
probable repercussions of this mismatch of topics and their expected properties in Kurdish and
other Iranian languages is a possible hint for future studies.
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