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1. Introduction

In recent years, Iran’s educational system has undergone significant reform following
the ratification of the Fundamental Transformation Document (2011) and the
introduction of the National Curriculum (2012). One major outcome has been the
replacement of previous English textbooks with new materials designed to promote
communicative competence and the development of four core language skills. As these
textbooks have now been fully implemented across both lower and upper secondary
levels, a critical evaluation of their effectiveness—particularly in fostering reading
comprehension—has become essential. Reading plays a foundational role in language
acquisition, exposing learners to diverse genres, styles, and ideas that enhance their
interpretive and analytical abilities. To assess how well the new curriculum supports
this skill, the present study adopts a systemic functional linguistic approach. This
meaning-oriented framework, which views language as a tool shaped by context and
function, offers valuable insights into the semantic depth of texts and their potential to
cultivate comprehension. Given its practical and theoretical strengths, the functional
approach serves as a suitable lens for evaluating the pedagogical impact of the new
English curriculum.

2. Literature Review

This section presents a critical review of prior research on Iranian upper secondary
English textbooks, with a particular focus on systemic functional grammar. Most
previous studies have concentrated on teaching methodologies, content effectiveness,
and the assessment of language skills—often comparing traditional and modern
approaches to enhancing the four core language competencies. In parallel, a number of
investigations have employed systemic functional linguistics to examine textual
structures, metafunctions, and cohesion within instructional materials. However, the
corpora analyzed in those studies differ significantly from the present research.
Although some studies have specifically addressed the "Vision" series used in upper
secondary education, they have typically focused on isolated sections of the texts. To
date, no comprehensive study has been conducted that offers a holistic analysis of
reading comprehension across the entire "Vision" textbook series. This gap underscores
the need for a broader, functionally grounded evaluation of how these materials support
learners’ interpretive and semantic development.

3. Materials and Methods

The corpus of this study consists of 808 segments extracted from the reading
comprehension sections of English textbooks, workbooks, and reading skill codes used
in Iran’s upper secondary education. At this level, students are taught the Vision series,
which includes Vision 1 (four lessons), Vision 2 (three lessons), and Vision 3 (three
lessons). The research method employed is descriptive-analytical, aiming to examine
the linguistic and semantic features of the texts through a functional approach.

4. Discussions and conclusion

This study aims to address two key questions: (1) What is the frequency of each process
type in the reading comprehension sections of upper secondary English textbooks, and
are these processes appropriate for the students’ proficiency level? (2) How is the
textual metafunction reflected through the use of Theme elements in each clause?

To answer these questions, 808 clauses from the reading sections of the Vision series
(Vision 1, 2, and 3) were analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings
reveal that all six process types are present across the three textbooks, with no
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restrictions applied. Material processes—associated with concrete, observable actions—
occur most frequently, especially in Vision 1 and 3. Although their frequency decreases
in Vision 2, their complexity increases based on CEFR levels. Notably, Vision 3
contains a higher proportion of material processes at advanced levels (B2, C1, C2),
exceeding the expected B1 target for students.

Relational processes rank second in frequency and are crucial in both first and
second language acquisition. Their use increases in Vision 2 but declines sharply in
Vision 3, both in frequency and difficulty. Mental processes appear less frequently and
show inconsistent progression in complexity across the textbooks.

Regarding textual metafunction, simple Themes dominate all three books, despite
expectations for increased variety and complexity at higher levels. Structural Themes
are the most frequent among non-simple types, but their distribution lacks meaningful
progression. Marked Themes show a gradual increase—from 10% in Vision 1 to 19% in
Vision 3—indicating some growth in syntactic complexity.

Overall, the findings suggest that while the experiential metafunction is broadly
represented, there is a lack of balance in the use of mental processes. Moreover, the
textual metafunction lacks cohesion, particularly in the overuse of simple Themes.
These inconsistencies raise concerns about alignment with CEFR standards and
highlight the need for a pedagogically informed revision of reading materials to better
support learners’ developmental needs.
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1. Whenever you see these people.
whenever you see these people.
Senser Process: Mental Phenomenon
Subject Finite Predicator Complement
Conjunction Adjunct Rheme
Theme
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2. They use the water all the time.

they use the water all the time
Actor Process: Material Goal Circumstantial Adjunct
Subject Fin Predicator Complement Adjunct
ite
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3. Have you ever imagined a world without the internet?

have you ever imagined a world without the internet.?
Senser Process: Mental Phenomenon
Finite Subject Predicator Complement
Finite Verbal Operator Rheme
Theme
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4. Lack of sleep can cause mental problem.

lack of sleep can cause mental problem...
Value Process: Relational Token
Subject Finite Predicator Complement
Theme Rheme
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5. The batteries you find in flashlights.

the batteries you find in flashlights.
Goal Actor Process: Material Circumstantial Adjunct
Complement Subject Finite | Predicator Adjunct
Theme Rheme
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6. Because we want to connect ...

because we want to connect ...
Senser Process: Mental Phenomenon
Subject Finite ‘ Predicator Complement
Conjunction Adjunct Rheme
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