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Abstract

This article presents a functional analysis, based on Halliday’s
interpersonal metafunction, of Mohammad Mossadegh’s historical
speeches during the fifth and sixth terms of the National Assembly. The
study aims to identify how elements such as "verbal violence," "flattery,"
"speaking from a position of power,” and "definitive statements” are
reflected in the language of this prominent figure in Iran’s democracy
movement. For this purpose, 223 sentences representing each of these
four categories were extracted from the book Dr. Mossadegh and His
Historical Speeches. For every category, the subject of the sentences,
tense, polarity, and modality of the Finite were examined. Additionally,
attention was given to whether the sentences served the primary speech
roles of giving or requesting information or goods-&-services.

The findings of this analytical-descriptive research revealed the following
linguistic features in Mossadegh’s speeches:

1.Self-deprecation and deprecation of others.

2.Recklessness in using language against others.

3.Use of inclusive clause subjects (e.g., employing "no one" or non-
personal subjects in the subject position to refer to everyone).
4.Positioning oneself in speech as distinct from the general public.
5.Assertive speaking (sometimes even stating unreal events—for instance,
expressing certainty about a future event that has not occurred to this day,
such as referring to the Pahlavi-Mosul railway).

6.Self-centeredness in expressing opinions.

7.Frequent use of imperative sentences when the speaker perceives
himself to be in a position of power.
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1.Introduction

Today, there is much discussion about democracy and liberalism, often from those with
heterogeneous and sometimes contradictory views on what democracy fundamentally is and
1d be implemented in a society. We believe that liberalism can influence language how it shou
and its usage. In this article, we utilize functional approach to analyze the discourse of one of
ol oflIran's famous liberal figures: Mohammad Mossadegh, who was considered a symb
liberalism in his time and is still regarded by supporters of the National Front, the Tudeh Party

and their allies as the greatest liberal in the history of Iran.

from a How verbal violence, flattery, speaking :This article seeks to answer these questions
position of power, and definitive statements manifest in the discourse of Mohammad
known figure in the Iranian democracy movement. Additionally, how can -Mossadegh, a well
of interpersonal his language in the aforementioned speeches be described from the perspective
metafunction?

2. Literature Review

Based on the findings of the authors, no research was found that examined the four mentioned
verbal violence, flattery, speaking from a position of power, and definitive —characteristics
e perspective of interpersonal metafunction. However, some studies that from th—statements
seemed relevant to the main topics of the present article have been presented as examples.

3. Material and Methods

eeches" observed that The authors by studying the book "Dr. Mossadegh and His Historical Sp
verbal violence, flattery, speaking from a position of power, and —the mentioned aspects
are more prominent in this book compared to other cases. By examining —definitive statements
tafunction, they identified linguistic these aspects from the perspective of interpersonal me
elements that can describe the language used in these speeches.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
Based on the data analysis, it can be said that the speaker is more prominently understood as the
a position of power or in sections categorized as flattery. However, subject when speaking from
in the category of definitive statements, although the speaker expresses opinions assertively, he
t" or avoids referring to himself. For instance, he uses subjects like "anyone," any governmen
employs impersonal clauses to broaden the scope of his statements. The speaker feels entitled to

address a diverse range of individuals(for example, in the categories of verbal violence or
speaking from a position of power.)if his audience is a general public Sometimes, he speaks as
that must execute their commands (using impersonal subjects in the categories of speaking from
a position of power and definitive statements)and at times, it seems he does not consider ,
of the nation himselfs one.

indings suggest that when Mossadegh opposes someone or a groupThe f(-such as Vosough od
Dowleh), he aggressively attacks them in his violent speech. Conversely, when he supports
something for any reason, he uses more assertive language. (egory of for example, in the cat
definitive statements which is primarily drawn from his speeches about railway construction)In
the category of verbal violence, he often employs sarcasm and sometimes does not refer to a
and explicitly. It has been noted that he specific subject, indicating a reluctance to speak directly
sometimes shows a lack of respect for himself and the people of the country. The speaker often
tries to persuade his audience by any means. (verbally)He even speaks decisively about what is
eto happen in the futur.

In many cases, the speaker conveys information and asks very few questions to understand.
(most sentences are in the indicative mood.) The speaker also uses imperative concepts .(in
he uses imperative ,speaking from a position of power, in more than half of the sentences
concepts, and in threats, the number of indicative sentences with indicative meaning equals the
number of indicative sentences with imperative meaning.)In some instances, the speaker uses a
commanding something for himself and his suggestive imperative meaning, simultaneously
audience. He considers the existence of an issue in the present in most sections. The category of
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definitive statements is the most numerous in this research. Finally, it should be noted that while
-¢ analysis of modality sufficient to determine how definitively a Persianwe do not find th
speaking speaker has spoken, the data analysis indicates that in the category of verbal violence,
of flattery, of sentences, while in the category % 3Mossadegh spoke with certainty in only about
of sentences were expressed definitively. In contrast, in the category of speaking % Aabout
of sentences %7 3from a position of power, nearly (with more than half in the imperative
meaning)were stated assertively .
s can be considered as the mainarch, these componentBased on the conducted rese indicators of
the speeches under review:
1. deprecation and the deprecation of others-self.
2.Recklessness in using language against others.
3. Inclusivity of the subject of the clause(personal subjects in the -0 one" or nonsuch as using "n
subject position of the clause when referring to everyone) 4.Considering oneself in speech as
different from the general public5. Speaking assertively (for example, asserting certainty about
Mosul railway-hat has not occurred since then, referring to the Pahlavian event in the future t) 6.
centeredness in expressing opinions-Self7.Frequent use of imperative sentences when an
individual feels in a position of power.
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