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Modality is a semantic category which allows the speakers of a language to
express their viewpoints on linguistic propositions and talk about the possibility
and necessity of potential events. The present article attempts to investigate the
interaction between tense and modality in Mukriyani Kurdish. Mukriyani is a
subdialect of Sorani Kurdish which is spoken in some of the Kurdish-speaking
cities in lIran such as Mahabad, Bukan, Sardasht, Piranshahr, Nagadeh,
Oshnavieh, Miandoab, and Shahin Dezh. In Mukriyani, two words which are
frequently employed by speakers as a means of expressing modality are “dabe”
and “daba”. They belong to the verbal category and are the equivalents of
“bajad” and “bajesti” in Persian. These modal verbs convey strong necessity (in
terms of modal force) and thus are used to express deontic and epistemic modal
flavors. The current research indicates that the difference between these two
modal verbs lies in the grammatical category of tense, such that “dabe” is marked
for the present and “daba” for the past. The results of this paper point to the fact
that tense plays an integral role and exercises an important influence on the
modules of syntax and semantics. In the domain of syntax, the tense of the modal
verb determines the tense of the main verb. Otherwise phrased, the [present]
feature of “dabe” dictates the main verb to appear in the present tense as well. In
the same fashion, the [past] feature of “daba” causes the main verb to appear in
the past tense. In the semantic domain, grammatical tense is instrumental in
rendering the modal interpretation of these verbs. More specifically, our findings
indicate that “daba” can only be used in order to express deontic modality in the
past, whereas “dabe” can be utilized in order to express deontic modality in the
present or future as well as epistemic modality. In this context, grammatical
aspect is the underlying element which lends us support in distinguishing
between the deontic and epistemic interpretations. If “dabe” is accompanied by
the perfect aspect, the interpretation is going to be epistemic, but if aspect is
lacking in the sentence, the interpretation is going to be deontic.
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1. Introduction
Speakers of a language are endowed with the ability to express their judgments concerning the

necessity and possibility of the eventuality of linguistic propositions. This prominent feature of
the language faculty is referred to as modality. In the broadest sense of the term, modality is a
semantic category which is related to the concepts of necessity and possibility. One of the
fundamental questions in the study of modality pertains to the linguistic tools that different
languages utilize to express modality and the manner through which they represent the necessity
and possibility of linguistic propositions. Cross-linguistic evidence points to the observation that
languages have a wide range of tools at their disposal, such as the use prefixes, verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, and etc to express modal meanings.

Our aim in this article is to examine the ways whereby Mukriyani Kurdish expresses
modality and the linguistic elements it takes account of for this purpose. Specifically, we will
direct our attention to the modal verbs “dabe” and “daba”, which happen to the equivalents of
“bajad” in Persian and are thus used to express strong necessity in terms of modal force. In this
vein, we will attempt to discuss some major aspects of these modal elements. As a first
approximation, we intend show the underlying structural difference between these verbs,
uncover the modal flavors that they are able to express, i.e. deontic versus epistemic
interpretation, and explore their role in laying out the syntactic structure of the clause. Adding to
these desiderata, it falls within the purview of this paper to examine the relationship between
modality and tense and shed further light on how the modals “dabe” and “daba” can affect the
temporal representation of events.

2. Materials and Methods
The current research paper has a descriptive-analytic orientation. The data stem from the

colloquial register of Mukriyani Kurdish as reflected in the authors’ intuition of the language as
well as relevant resources on Kurdish grammar such as Blau (2000), Thackston (2006), and
Opengin (2016), which we will use as a benchmark in order to evaluate the main arguments of
this paper. Subjecting our data to a fine-grained syntactic and semantic analysis casts severe
doubt on these authors’ analysis of the structures under discussion and calls for a serious
reanalysis of this topic in Kurdish.

3. Discussions and Conclusions
The words “dabe” and “daba” are used to convey deontic and epistemic modality. Given the

fact that they belong to the syntactic category of verb, they can thus be designated as modal
verbs. The crucial point about these verbs is that they contain grammatical tense. To be more
precise, “dabe” is marked for the present tense, whereas “daba” is marked for the past tense.
This linguistic observation has important consequences for the domains of syntax and
semantics.

In the realm of syntax, the tense of the modal verb is essential in determining the tense of the
main verb. In particular, due to the fact that “dabe” carries the [present] feature, the verb
following it has to be marked for [present] as well. On a parallel with this, since “daba” is
marked for the [past] feature, the verb following it has to be marked for [past] as well. Based on
this observation, one can claim that there is an agreement relationship between the modal verb
and the main verb in terms of the grammatical category of tense and the uninterpretable tense
feature on the main verb is checked and deleted by its interpretable counterpart on the modal
verb. The same reasoning applies to the category of mood. In all contexts where these modal
verbs appear, the main verb is obligated to be expressed in the subjunctive mood. This pattern



The Modal Markers “dabe” and “daba” in Mukriyani Kurdish 189
clearly shows that there exists a close interconnection between mood and modality with respect

to these modal markers.

In the field of semantics, tense plays an integral role in the modal interpretation of these
linguistic elements. The modal marker “daba” is solely restricted to expressing deontic modality
in the past. It cannot be utilized to express epistemic modality because this type of modality is
restricted to contexts in which the modal time and the speech time are simultaneous. The [past]
feature on this verb acts as an obstacle and does not allow the time of the modal evaluation to be
concomitant with the time of speech. For that reason, the expression of epistemic modality does
not fall within the purview of this modal verb. On the other hand, “dabe” can be used as a
means of expressing epistemic modality. The reason for this is tied to its [present] feature,
which makes it possible for it to situate the modal time concomitant with the speech time. In
addition to functioning as an epistemic modal marker, it can also be used to express deontic
modality for the present and the future. In this vein, grammatical aspect is the component which
helps us distinguish between the deontic and epistemic readings of this verb. When it is used
with the perfective aspect, it renders an epistemic reading. On the other hand, if it appears with
no aspect whatsoever, it will receive a deontic interpretation. The findings of this research
indicate that “dabe” and “daba” have significant effects on sentence structure, display an
interesting symmetry between the modules of syntax and semantics, and create a logical
relationship between these two domains of study.
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