Journal of Language Researches, No. 2, Vol.16, Serial No. 31 -2024-2025

Journal of Language Research F
Ouline ISSN: 26763362 - .
:

https://jolr.ut.ac.ir

Intertextual-Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis of Naghsh-e Jahan Square
as a Text: based on Visual Interactional Meaning Dimension

Habib Shahabi

3

! Maryam Sadat Ghiasian‘"' ™2, Shirin Pourebrahim

1. Ph.D. Alumnus in Linguistics, Department of Linguistics and Foreign Languages, Payame Noor University,

Tehran, Iran. Email:h_Shahabi@student.pnu.ac.ir.

2. Corresponding author, Associate professor, Department of Linguistics and Foreign Languages, Payame Noor
University, Tehran, Iran. Email: m_ghiasian@pnu.ac.ir.

3. Associate professor, Department of Linguistics and Foreign Languages, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: pourebrahimsh@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Avrticle Type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received:
5, January, 2025

In Revised Form:
5, January, 2026

Accepted:
10, January, 2026

Published Online:
15, March, 2026

Keywords:  Social
semiotics, Visual
communication, City
as Text, Interactional

meaning,
Multimodal-inter
textual critical
discourse  analysis,
Nagsh-e Jahan

Square, Isfahan.

In the discourse of urban design and architectural theory, the concept of the
city as text - as the foundation of history, culture, and social relations - has
been one of the topics that has been given attention many times. Urban
landmarks, as study cases of the City-as-Text concept, illustrate the intricate
layers of history, culture, and social dynamics woven into the fabric of urban
spaces. Among these, public squares play a pivotal role in fostering social
interactions and enhancing urban sustainability. Assuming that urban
discourse is shaped by a blend of discourse category elements, in which
intertextual aspects are viewed as a "combination of potentials," this study
aims to give a chance of a comprehensive understanding of how historical
public squares can be effectively used in visual-interactional design contexts.
In this research, visual discourse samples are collected in the field and
through photography from the components of Naghsh-e Jahan Square in
Isfahan. Then, to depict the complex layeres of hidden messages and
meanings in this physical space and its visual and interactive components, the
proposed approach of "multimodal-intertextual critical discourse analysis" is
used. The purpose of developing this approach was to help perform a
comprehensive semiotic analysis of prominent urban landmarks and gain
insights into the formation of complex interactions of visual and interactive
elements within such spaces. This approach helped to examine how language
and visual elements contribute to meaning-making in an urban context such
as Naghsh-e Jahan Square. Findings indicated that analysis of a city landmark
may lead to exploring how stories and histories in the place contribute to its
cultural identity and how they can be communicated to visitors and residents.
Results also revealed that using Naghsh-e Jahan Square in interactive design
elements could profoundly influence user behavior, from enhancing

engagement and perception to affecting emotional and cognitive responses.
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1. Introduction

In exploring inter-discursive relations, discourse categories are seen as a combination of
elements, forming the structure of communication. The City-as-Text concept in urban design
highlights how urban landmarks, like public squares, play a key role in fostering social
interactions and urban sustainability. Visual-interactional dimension analysis of these landmarks
reveals not only their architectural significance but also their cultural and social significance in
shaping urban environments. This study focuses on Naghsh-e Jahan Square in Isfahan, Iran, as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site with deep historical and architectural significance. The square’s
design and surrounding structures reflect a harmonious ensemble that invites a holistic visual
experience, emphasizing the importance of squares as multifunctional public spaces in urban
contexts. Through research questions addressing the behavioral and perceptual implications of
square design, designers can optimize the use of squares for specific design goals and user
experiences.

2. Literature Review

Weber (2003) defines sociology as the study of social action through interpretive understanding,
aiming to explain its causes and effects. According to King (1996), interpreting Cities as Texts
provides a way to explore urban environments through their symbolic meanings, spatial
narratives, and cultural signs. The literature review in this regard indicates theoretical
framework behind reading cities as texts is multifaceted, integrating several key concepts and
theories: semiotic and symbolic analysis (e.g., Remm, 2011 ); narrative analysis (e.g., Dragos,
2020); spatial theory (e.g., Pries, 2024 ); and post structuralism and deconstruction analysis
(e.g., Valibeigi and Ashuri, 2020). Soflaei and Sanzighi (2021) highlight the role of the square
in fostering community engagement through various social activities like religious gatherings
and cultural events. Mahboubi et al. (2018) highlight the square’s integration of inside and
outside architecture, creating a harmonious relationship between buildings and open space.
Shali-Amini et al. (2015) note that the square embodies a sense of place and identity, connecting
the city’s main activities in an outdoor urban space following Norberg-Schulz’s
phenomenology.

3. Materials and Methods

This is a descriptive-analytic study. Visual discourse samples were collected in field and
through photography from the components of Naghsh-e Jahan Square in Isfahan. To depict the
complex and layered embodied messages and meanings in this physical space and its visual and
interactive components, an approach of ‘multimodal-intertextual critical discourse analysis’ was
proposed and used. Hiippala (2014) was used as a model to develop this approach. The
approach applies a wide range of tools, including photography and ethnographic observation
method to help in carrying out a comprehensive semiotic analysis of prominent urban landmarks
3. Discussions and Conclusion

Exploring Visual Interaction and Urban Environment through Photograph. This study
addresses the intricate relationship between visual interaction and the urban environment by
focusing on photography as a valuable tool for understanding these connections. Through a
multimodal-intertextual critical discourse analysis (MICDA), the study emphasizes the
behavioral implications of using squares in interactive design, like Naghsh-e Jahan Square,
which can influence user engagement and perception. Additionally, the concept of
‘completeness’ in spatial design affects viewer interpretation and appreciation of spaces like
Naghsh-e Jahan Square, enriching their historical and cultural significance. The use of Naghsh-e
Jahan Square in urban design not only adds aesthetic value but also contributes to the clarity of
the message being conveyed, supporting urban sustainability and engaging audiences
effectively. By manipulating the elements of visual weight, designers can guide the viewer’s
focus within the square and enhance their experience of its architectural and artistic features.
Ultimately, adopting MICDA as an approach proves to be a critical tool in unraveling the
complexity of urban environments, showing the unique history, culture, and architecture of
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spaces like Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Jahan Square. This approach serves as a valuable tool for
introducing and engaging visitors in historical cities like Isfahan and beyond.
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