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Cultural conceptualization, as a core domain within Cultural Linguistics, is
premised on the assumption that many features of human languages are rooted in
the beliefs, traditions, and worldviews of their speakers, and are encoded through
cultural schemas, categorization, and conceptual metaphors. This study aims to
investigate the cultural conceptualization of "resistance” in Amal Dunqul's socio-
political ode Sirhan La Yatasallam Mafatih al-Quds (1987). The central research
question is how Dunqul, through linguistic mechanisms, represents and re-
conceptualizes the notion of resistance in conjunction with the cultural
components of Arab society. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and
drawing upon Sharifian's (2017) framework of Cultural Linguistics, this study
examines the poem's seven sections (Is'hah). The findings reveal that resistance
in this poem is not an abstract concept, but rather a set of established pragmatic
cultural schemas embedded in the distributed cognition of Arab society. Across
the seven sections, eight such pragmatic cultural schemas are identified:
"resistance," "political betrayal," "steadfastness and hope-laden patience,"
"humiliation and subjugation resulting from compromise," "readiness for
combat," "sanctification of struggle," "oppression and lack of free expression,”
and "resistance-oriented nationalism." These schemas acquire meaning through a
binary oppositional relationship, whereby every representation of resistance is
conceptualized against betrayal or abasement. Furthermore, the poet invokes the
religious schema of Prophet Joseph to re-conceptualize the contemporary
Palestinian tragedy as a sacred archetype, thereby establishing a common ground
between his own mind and the historical memory of his audience. The re-
categorization of "homeland" from a geographical territory to a "divine
inheritance," and the "bullet" from an instrument of death to a "tool of atonement
and forgiveness," further shifts conventional conceptual boundaries. Ultimately,
this study demonstrates that Dunqul, by leveraging his transcultural competence,
transforms resistance from a mere political act into a profound cultural identity
anchored in the history, religious traditions, and embodied human experience of
the Arab individual. The paper thus confirms the efficacy of Cultural Linguistics
analytical tools in uncovering the latent layers of meaning in contemporary
Arabic poetry.
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1. Introduction

Cultural Linguistics studies the relationship between language and culture through its key
concept "cultural cognition": a dynamic cognition emerging from community members'
interactions and extending beyond the individual mind. Language, as a collective memory bank,
holds this cognition, encoding cultural conceptualizations (Sharifian, 2017) analysed through
cultural schemas, categories and metaphors.

Previous studies have examined cultural conceptualization in Persian (Dadgar et al., 2025;
Farghani-Fard & Raghib-Doust, 2025) and Arabic resistance literature (Mohseni-Nia, 2009;
Bidaj, 2011). No study has analysed "resistance" in "Sirhan La Yatasallam Mafatih al-Quds"
within Sharifian's framework. The poem, from al-'Ahd al-Ati (Dunqul, 1987), composed in the
1970s with implicit reference to Sadat's negotiations with Israel, pursues two ideologies: peace
and compromise are betrayal, and dignity is won through resistance.

2. Research Questions and Hypotheses

The study pursues two questions: (1) Which cultural pragmatic schemas find linguistic
expression in Dunqul's poetic language? (2) How are the categories and metaphors used to
conceptualize resistance culturally realized in language? The study is qualitative and
descriptive-analytic, with no testable hypotheses.

3. Data and Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytic approach based on Sharifian's (2017) Cultural
Linguistics. The poem was selected purposively for its Palestinian resistance theme, allusions to
Egypt's 1970s politics, and seven-section (ishah) structure with cultural-religious function. The
data are the Arabic text (Dunqul, 1987, pp. 344-349). The tools are Sharifian's (2017) three
tools and the "pragmatic set" (Mey, 2010), linking a pragmatic schema, a situated speech act
(pragmeme) and a concrete speech act (pract).

The analysis proceeded in six steps: repeated reading; fixing the unit of analysis; extracting
initial codes; sorting codes into cultural categories and prototypes; identifying pragmatic
schemas; and final interpretation. Inter-coder agreement exceeds 85%; the study is limited to the
written text.

4. Results

Eight cultural pragmatic schemas were identified across the title and seven sections:
"resistance", "political betrayal", "steadfastness and patience with hope", "humiliation and
disgrace following compromise”, "readiness for war", "sanctification of struggle", "lack of
freedom of expression and suffocation", and "resistance-oriented nationalism".

In the title, "Sirhan" is a category containing "punishing the traitor", "non-compromise" and
"revolutionary activism", giving form to the schema "resisting" through the situated speech act
"non-acceptance of Israel" and the concrete speech act "Sirhan does not hand over the keys to
Jerusalem"; "ishah" moves suffering from political to sacred. In the first section, the Joseph
schema activates sub-schemas of "betrayal by brothers", "waiting for return" and "final victory
after suffering", casting Jerusalem as Jacob. "Canaan" shifts the homeland to a "divine
inheritance", while "money-changers", "cowards" and "tribute" place the ruler in betrayal, in
contrast to "the Lord of Hosts".

In the second section, "the mask of oil" conceptualizes economic dependence and political
betrayal, and "who dares to bell the cat" activates courage. In the third, "Fairuz" is a cultural
metaphor for southern Lebanon, while "rain of fire" and "the rifle enters all the houses" embody
aggression. In the fourth section, freedom of expression is recategorized through "counterfeit",
"fearful", "dark" and "still"; "the sun is the counterfeit dinar" expresses suffocation, and "the
still heart" and "the living dead" construct the in-group/out-group boundary.

In the fifth, Jordan is recategorized into humiliation through "weeping", "blood", "dogs" and
"smoke", while "Tliya" ties Jerusalem to a sacred heritage. In the sixth, "coffee", "sandwich",
"pistol" and "ammunition" are basic necessities, normalizing readiness for war; "the hand of
Jerusalem is on the trigger" makes Jerusalem a fighter; negotiation (oil, chestnuts) is betrayal
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(Chevalier & Gheerbrant, 2008). In the seventh, "may the bullet forgive your sin that is yet to
come" (cf. Qur'an, 48:2) recategorizes the bullet from death to purification, forming the schema
of sacred defence.

5. Discussion

First, resistance has an oppositional structure: it is always defined against betrayal, humiliation
or suffocation. In the first, second, fifth and sixth sections, schemas of betrayal appear beside
those of steadfastness, courage and readiness for war, fixing the boundary between "us" (the
authentic Arab, Jerusalem, the Lord of Hosts) and "them" (the money-changers, the
compromising ruler, "the living dead").

Second, names and lexical stimuli carry distributed cognition. "Sirhan", "Fairuz", "Iliya",
"Canaan" and the Joseph schema are drawn from the collective memory bank and
reconceptualized, building common ground between poet and audience. Full comprehension
requires an audience holding this knowledge.

Third, recategorization is the poem's ideological mechanism. The homeland moves from
territory to divine inheritance, the bullet from death to forgiveness, Jerusalem from land to
fighter, and the nation's suffering from political to sacred, carrying the two opening ideologies
from political slogan to cultural category, moving the audience from passivity to activism.
Fourth, embodiment and religious-social roots of cultural metaphors are central. Blindness, the
still heart, the rain of fire and the hand on the trigger turn suffering and steadfastness into bodily
experience. "The mask of oil" and "the hand of God" arise from the religious beliefs of Arab
society (Sharifian, 2017).

Fifth, the "pragmatic set" makes the analysis systematic: a schema ("resisting") is realized in a
situated speech act ("non-acceptance of Israel") and concrete speech acts, the interpretation
resting on intratextual evidence.

6. Conclusion

Resistance in this poem is not abstract but pragmatic schemas entrenched in the distributed
cognition of Arab society. To the first question, eight cultural pragmatic schemas were
identified, acquiring meaning in oppositional relations. To the second, by invoking the Joseph
schema, recategorizing homeland and bullet, and using cultural metaphors, Dunqul
reconceptualizes resistance as a cultural identity rooted in Arab history, religion and bodily
experience, showing the effectiveness of Cultural Linguistics for analysing contemporary
Arabic poetry.
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