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Final examinations have become one of the most important and controversial
issues in Iranian education in recent years. Their direct impact on students’
academic futures, especially through the decisive role of grade averages and the
repeated changes in university entrance policies, has turned them into a sensitive
and widely debated issue among students, families, and the education system.The
present study investigates the language of educational policymaking in texts
related to the Ministry of Education’s final examinations and analyzes the
linguistic features that reproduce power relations and ideology in the institution’s
official texts. The study is conducted within the framework of Critical Discourse
Analysis and draws on Machin and Mayr’s model. The data comprise 300 texts
purposively collected from the Ministry’s information portals during the Iranian
calendar years 1403—-1405. Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-
analytical, mixed qualitative-quantitative approach. The findings show that, in
lexical analysis, lexical selection has the highest frequency and that the texts
legitimize institutional authority through word choice. Lexical deletion and
overlexicalization also contribute to meaning construction by disregarding
students’ stress and psychological pressure while repeatedly emphasizing the
definitive or positive effect of grade averages. Furthermore, instability in
decision-making and repeated changes in announced programmes may be
associated with students’ experiences of confusion and psychological pressure.
Reporting verbs naturalize the official narrative, while nominalization and
presuppositions remove responsibility from Ministry decision-makers and
portray events as natural and rational. Among rhetorical features, hyperbole and
metaphor occur most frequently. Modality analysis also reveals the
predominance of deontic and epistemic modalities over hedging devices. Overall,
the findings indicate that the language of these texts, beyond serving as a means
of information dissemination, plays an active role in reproducing competitiveness
and educational inequality; by legitimizing the institution’s authority, it restricts
opportunities for criticism and questioning regarding the consequences of these
policies.
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1. Introduction

This study examines the language of educational policymaking in official texts related to the
Ministry of Education’s final examinations in Iran. In recent years, final examinations have
gone beyond their conventional role as assessment tools and have become a central site where
institutional power, educational justice, merit, competition, and students’ academic futures
intersect. In this context, official announcements, reports, and news texts issued by the Ministry
of Education do not merely function as neutral channels of information. Rather, they carry
ideological assumptions and contribute to shaping public understanding of policy decisions. The
main issue addressed in this study is how these texts use lexical, grammatical, and rhetorical
choices to present examination policies as natural, rational, and legitimate while simultaneously
backgrounding their psychological and social consequences. The significance of this inquiry lies
in the fact that final examinations now play a decisive role in students’ educational trajectories
and have become one of the major arenas in which institutional authority and educational
inequality are reproduced.

2. Theoretical Foundations and Concepts

The study is grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis and follows Machin and Mayr’s (2012)
analytical model. Within this perspective, language is not treated as a neutral medium of
communication but as a social practice closely tied to power, ideology, and domination. Critical
Discourse Analysis seeks to uncover linguistic patterns that appear natural or self-evident on the
surface but in fact contribute to the maintenance of unequal power relations. Five analytical
dimensions were adopted in this research: lexical analysis, reporting verbs, nominalization and
presupposition, rhetorical devices, and modality and hedging.

Lexical analysis included lexical selection, connotation, overlexicalization, lexical deletion, and
structural opposition. Reporting verbs were examined because they help construct speakers as
authoritative, legitimate, compliant, or marginal. Nominalization and presupposition were
analyzed as key linguistic resources through which agency can be concealed and events can be
represented as naturalized facts. At the rhetorical level, metaphor, hyperbole, personification,
and metonymy were considered central to abstraction and persuasion. Modality was examined
in terms of epistemic, deontic, and dynamic forms, while hedging devices were identified
through a predefined set of markers corresponding to expressions such as “relatively,”
“approximately,” “perhaps,” “probably,” and “it is possible.”

3. Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in design and adopts a mixed qualitative-quantitative
approach. The corpus consists of 300 official texts related to final examinations, purposively
collected from the Ministry of Education’s official portals, affiliated information systems, and
public archives during the period 1403—1405 in the Iranian calendar. The inclusion criteria
required a direct connection to final examinations, including examination schedules, executive
regulations, assessment procedures, grade records, and related official policies. Duplicate and
irrelevant texts were excluded from the corpus before analysis.

The unit of analysis was the linguistic/discursive event, defined as each occurrence of a codable
feature at the level of word, phrase, clause, or sentence. The data were analyzed at two levels.
Quantitatively, the frequency and percentage of each discursive feature were calculated.
Qualitatively, selected examples were interpreted in their discursive context to clarify how they
contribute to the representation of institutional authority, the naturalization of educational
policy, and the legitimation of the Ministry’s decisions. To enhance validity, all data were taken
from traceable official sources and the inclusion and exclusion criteria were established before
coding. To strengthen reliability, part of the corpus was recoded after a time interval, and
discrepancies were reviewed and revised.

4. Discussion and Findings

The findings show that lexical selection was the most frequent category in lexical analysis, with
106 instances out of 311 identified lexical features. This indicates that official texts rely heavily
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on expressions such as “standardized,” “nationwide,” “real grade,” and “educational justice” to
strengthen institutional authority and legitimize examination policies. Lexical deletion, with 75
instances, also played a major role in shaping meaning, as concepts such as “stress,”
“psychological pressure,” “right to o=l and “dense examination schedule” were frequently
omitted or downplayed. Overlexicalization similarly reinforced semantic domains associated
with security, order, and discipline.

In the analysis of reporting verbs, the predominance of neutral and reformulation verbs suggests
that the texts attempt to present their own narrative as objective, factual, and beyond dispute,
while critical student voices and demands are marginalized. In the analysis of nominalization
and presupposition, the high frequency of existential and lexical presuppositions reveals that the
texts treat institutional decisions as self-evident and natural, thereby obscuring the agency of
decision-makers. Nominalized forms such as “suspension,” “reduction,” “implementation,” and
“disclosure” transform human actions and institutional responsibility into impersonal and
seemingly inevitable processes.

At the rhetorical level, hyperbole and metaphor were the most frequent features. These devices
frame educational policies not as contestable decisions but as beneficial, rational, and even
restorative measures. Expressions comparable to ‘“healing solutions” or “significant
improvement in educational quality” function in this way. In modality analysis, deontic and
epistemic modalities clearly outweighed hedging devices. This pattern indicates that the official
texts represent policies through obligation, certainty, and factuality, leaving little room for
doubt, negotiation, or critique.

At the interpretive level, the study demonstrates a notable gap between the official discourse of
“educational justice” and students’ lived experiences. On the one hand, the texts emphasize
fairness, standardization, and objectivity; on the other, they downplay pressure, anxiety,
competition, and unequal educational conditions. Moreover, repeated policy changes and
fluctuations in expressions such as the “positive effect” versus the “definitive effect” of grades
have contributed to discursive instability and intensified students’ confusion.

5. Conclusion

Overall, the findings indicate that official texts related to final examinations function not only as
instruments of information but also as active sites of ideological reproduction. Through lexical
selection, lexical deletion, reporting verbs, nominalization, presupposition, rhetorical
abstraction, and the predominance of high-certainty modality, these texts legitimize the
authority of the Ministry of Education and restrict opportunities for questioning and criticism.
The study therefore concludes that the language of educational policymaking in these texts does
not merely reflect reality; it also shapes it by reinforcing an educational order centered on
competition, assessment-driven control, and the reproduction of educational inequality.
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