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Abstract

This study set out to examine the use of Kurdish kinship terms compared with
Persian borrowed equivalents in Kalhori Kurdish. Matras (2009), Treffers-Daller
(2010) and Muysken, (1987) were frequently cited and adopted as theoretical
model. Methodologically, this study is quantitative and descriptive. To achieve
the goals, a list composed of almost all Kurdish kinship terms together with
Persian borrowed equivalents were distributed among the participants to choose
from. Based on gender, age and educational backgrounds, the subjects were
divided to eight groups: young male/ female educated; old male/ female
educated; young male/ female uneducated; old male/ female uneducated
participants. For each group, 10 people were selected randomly. Therefore, a
total number of 80 participants were selected to respond to the provided list
through interview. For each kinship term, different contexts were provided and
then the participants were asked to choose either the local kinship term or the
borrowed one from Persian. To analyze the data, SPSS (version 23) was
employed. As for the statistical test, ANOVA was employed to find any
meaningful relation between the three independent variables of the study (age,
gender and educational background) and the participants’ choice among the
Kurdish kinship terms and Persian borrowed ones (dependent variable). Unlike
the predictions of the theory of borrowing hierarchy (Muysken: 1987), the
results indicated the Kurdish kinship terms were used much more frequently
than their (more prestigious) Persian equivalents in Kalhori Kurdish. On the
average, different groups employed at least 54.5% to 100% Kurdish kinship
terms in responding to the distributed questionnaire. Since, no Kurdish lexical
gap was found in the provided list, the results were in line with the predictions
of the theory of lexical gap (Matras, 2009). Regarding the attested variations
among different groups, results showed that education and age play a
meaningful role, while, sex was found to be statistically insignificant.

Keywords: Kinship Terms, Borrowing, Lexical Gap, Kalhori Kurdish,
Language Contact.
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