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Abstract

In Modern New Persian, two adverbs “engar” and “engari” are used to
represent irrealis modality when the speaker introduces a simile or a parable
or expresses doubt and uncertainty about what he/she says. Some
grammarians consider “engari” as two other adverbs “guyi” and “pendari”.
They believe that these adverbs are originated in second-person singular
verbs which have acquired adverbial function. In this article, we will discuss
the process of grammaticalization of the two adverbs “engar” and “engari”
using evidence from ancient texts written in Persian (either verse or prose
post-Islamic texts) and Middle Persian, focusing on semantic changes the
verb “hangar- | hangard” has gone through: In Middle Persian, “hangar- |
hangard” is a lexical verb meaning “to consider”. After going through
certain semantic changes, the verb obtains the meanings “to count” and “to
assume”. Later on, the second-person singular imperative form of the verb
shifts to the beginning of the clause which leads the noun phrase object to be
replaced by a subordinate clause. Such changes speed up the progress of
grammaticalization and make it easier for “engar” to be reanalyzed as an
adverb. After being decategorized, “engar” is used as a modal adverb to
indicate hypothetical actions and irrealis modality. On the other hand, there
is a grammatical rule in Middle Persian according to which, the morpheme
“¢” can be added to present stem of the verbs to construct the optative mood
mainly functioning as a device to imply irrealis modality. This applies to
“engari” which is reanalyzed as an adverb indicating simile, allegory, doubt
and uncertainty since in New Persian, modality is more expressed by
linguistic devices such as modal verbs and adverbs than the verb moods.
Phonological changes lead speakers to reanalyze “engari” and consider it to
be originated from second-person singular verb due to resemblance in
orthography and pronunciation.
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New Persian.
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50 /Grammaticalization Process of engar / engari

1. Introduction

In Modern New Persian, two adverbs “engér” and “engari” are used to represent
irrealis modality when the speaker introduces a simile or a parable or expresses
doubt and uncertainty about what he/she says. As far as the writers know, no
grammarian has mentioned these two adverbs but they analyse similar linguistic
forms “guyi” and “pendari” as adverbs of doubt originating from the second-person
singular verb. The main concern of this article is to explain the origin of “engér” and
“engéri” and their process of grammaticalization from their verb source to adverbial
function. To achieve this goal, we gathered evidence from post-Islamic Persian
texts, either prose or verse, as well as those written in Middle Persian .

2. Theoretical Framework

Grammaticalization is a process of change in languages through which lexical forms
containing independent semantic meanings gradually obtain grammatical functions
e.g., to represent modality, aspect, etc. The linguistic form subject to such changes
may, for a long period of time, play a double role both as lexical and grammatical
element depending on the context. On the other hand, in a specific language, there
might be several approaches to indicate a single grammatical sense such as
modality. As time goes by, one of these approaches can overcome the others for the
sake of its higher frequency of use in different contexts. As a result of later changes,
such linguistic form may be decategorized and function merely as a grammatical
device.

3. Discussion

Middle Persian verb “hangar- | hangard” is known to be derived from the
lengthened grade of the Old Iranian root “kar: to think” accompanied by the prefix
“ham-”. The verb conveys the meaning “to count” in some contexts and as its
frequency of use increases, it obtains the meaning “to assume”. In Middle Persian,
“hangar- / hangard” is considered as a lexical verb capable of being fully
conjugated and is often accompanied by a noun phrase object. In addition, Middle
Persian texts provides us with evidence of the imperative form of the verb
proceeding its object subordinate clause: As the imperative verb “hangar” proceeds
the object and shifts to the beginning of the sentence, the word order changes and
the noun phrase object is replaced by a subordinate clause. In such contexts, the verb
is conjugated as second person singular, while the intention is to invite everyone
(general audiences) to consider or assume something. Such changes pave the way
for grammaticalization of “hangar”. The function of the imperative verb here is to
represent modal concepts of supposition and doubt which makes it easier for it to be
reanalyzed as a modal verb in Dar Persian. In Modern New Persian, “engar” is
considered as an adverb representing irrealis modality and hypothetical actions as
well as evidentiality .

In Modern New Persian “engéri” is also used to indicate irrealis modality by
expressing doubt and uncertainty or by introducing similes and parables. It is one of
the few survivors of Middle Persian optative verbs resulted from the addition of
optative morpheme to the present/past stem. Being decategorized, “engéri” is
reanalyzed as a modal and in Spoken Persian, seems to overcome similar adverbs
such as “guyi” and “pendari.”

4. Conclusion

In Middle Persian, “hangar- / hangard” is a lexical verb with full conjugation. The
main sense of the verb seems to be “to consider”, but within some contexts, it also
conveys “to count” and “to assume”. The object of “hangar- / hangard” is often a
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noun phrase which can be replaced by a subordinate clause resulted from word order
change due to shift of the verb to the beginning of the sentence. In DarT Persian,
“engar” is used to indicate hypothetical actions and irrealis modality. The fact that it
is also used in contexts lacking second-person pronouns or verbs confirms that
“engar” is reanalyzed as modal adverb with free position in the sentence. The
beginning of such decategorization process dates back to Dari Persian. The modal
adverb “engar” has survived until today functioning in both written and spoken
Persian language.

“engéri” is associated with optative mood of the verb in Middle Persian. Middle
Persian optative verbs, constructed by adding “é” to conjugated verb or to
present/past stem, are mostly used to indicate hypothetical actions and irrealis
modality. Traces of such constructions can be found in post-Islamic Persian texts
serving the same function. Both the lexical meaning and the construction of the
word “engari” seem to make it an ideal candidate to be grammaticalized and
decategorized into modal adverb. In spoken New Persian, “¢” at the end of the word
has changed into “i” and the adverb “engdri” is used to represent irrealis modality in
similes and parables or to express doubt and uncertainty of the speaker.
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