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Abstract

The aim of this article is to explain the construction of euphemistic meaning via
the process of negation from the perspective of cognitive linguistics. The main
question of the present study is how the cognitive mechanism of negation acts
for constructing euphemistic meaning and consequently for motivating
euphemistic linguistic structures. The present research explains euphemism in
Persian by a descriptive-analytical method. Data were also collected manually
from mostly library resources containing several Persian-language dictionaries.
In this study, it is shown that the cognitive process of negation is volitionally
applied to a conceptual content by the conceptualizer and consequently a
pleasant conceptual content is activated and attention is drawn toward it. Based
on the negation process, the negated pleasant concept is represented phonetically
and the strength of attention over the unpleasant content which has not been
represented at the linguistic level will decrease. Due to the representation of the
negated pleasant concept at the linguistic level and based on the type of guided
attention distribution pattern encoded in the negative linguistic forms, the
speaker tries to distribute a portion of the listener's attention sources over the
pleasant content and he/she tries to decrease the strength of attention on the
unpleasant concept. In fact, instead of directly encoding an unpleasant concept
at the linguistic level, the speaker uses indirect methods and encodes "the
negated pleasant concept". By this indirect reference, lesser attention is assigned
to the unpleasant concept than when the concept is directly represented in the
language. Therefore, linguistic negations structure the concepts in such a way
that the window of attention does not open on the unpleasant aspects of the
entity in question and does not put them at the center of attention, and through
this way, euphemistic meaning will be constructed. It should be noted that the
present study re-emphasizes on the interaction and overlap of language and
other general cognitive abilities.
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1.Introduction

The main issue of the present study is how the cognitive process of negation that
governs the phenomenon of euphemism works, which in some cases leads to the
construction of euphemistic meaning and, consequently, the motivation of
euphemistic linguistic constructions. The main purpose of this article is to
explain how euphemistic meaning will be constructed through the process of
negation in Persian.

2.Literature Review

Metaphorical and metonymic euphemisms have been studied in the context of
cognitive linguistics. But, to the extent of our knowledge, the very fundamental
role of the "general attention system™ and how it works and interacts with the
language system to construct a euphemistic meaning and the effect of "attention™
on the motivation and the choice of euphemistic linguistic forms have not been
discussed.

3.Methodology

The present research explains euphemism in Persian by a descriptive-analytical
method. This article tries to explain the construction of euphemistic meaning in
the Persian language in the framework of cognitive linguistics and especially
cognitive semantics.

4.Results

Different linguistic forms represent euphemistic meaning at the linguistic level
based on the cognitive process of negation. Litotes is one of the linguistic
constructions that reflect the cognitive process of negation. Litotes reduces the
negative semantic load of unpleasant words. Euphemistic litotes which is a kind
of morphological negation has the following general formulation:

Negative prefix + opposite of unpleasant word —euphemism

The cognitive process of negation, which plays an important role in the
construction of euphemistic meaning, is realized in Persian in the form of
various euphemistic structures. In fact, Persian language users choose different
conceptualization patterns to express negation. In the following, we will
introduce them:

Negative prefix '""na-" + opposite of unpleasant word —euphemism

1.na-dorost (galat) 2.na-monazam(Selaxte)
NEG-correct (false) NEG-ordered (messy)
“incorrect (false)” “disordered (messy)”
3. na-aram (asub-zade) 4. na -pak (kasif)
NEG-still ((chaos-beaten) NEG-clean (dirty)
“restless (chaotic)” “unclean (dirty)”

5. na-Sakiba (ajul) 6.;na-dar (faqir)
NEG-patient (hasty) NEG-have (poor)*
“impatient (hasty)” “have-not (poor)”

Negation in Persian is also manifested in the form of the following structures:
Negative prefix "'bi-" +opposite of unpleasant word —euphemism

7. bi-vafa (xaen) 8. bi-saman (asofte)

NEG-faith (traitor) NEG-regular (messy)

“unfaithful (traitor)” “irregular (messy)”
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9. bi-ma’ni (mohmal);
NEG-meaning(absurd/vacuous)
“meaningless/nonsense(absurd/vacuous)”

Negative particle "qeyr" +opposite of unpleasant word —euphemism

10. geyr-e manteqi (batel/abas) 11. geyr-e fa’al (tanbal)
NEG-EZ logical (fallacious/vain) NEG-EZ active (lazy)
“illogical (fallacious/vain)” “inactive (lazy)”

Negative particle "adam" +opposite of unpleasant word —euphemism

12. adam-e entexab (rad) 13. adam-e moafaqiyat (Sekast)”
NEG-EZ selection (rejection) NEG-EZ success (failure)
“non-selection (failure)” “non-success (failure)”

Sentential negation is another euphemistic linguistic structure. For example, the
following sentences and the sentences in parentheses are the possible
descriptions, or in other words, the possible construals of the same situation:

14.in xane pak ni-st (in xane kasif ast) 15.man §ad ni-stam (man gamgin hastam)
this house clean NEG-is (this house dirty is) | happy NEG-am (I sad am)

“This house is not clean (This house is “1am not happy (I am sad)”

dirty”)

5.Discussion

When we negate or deny a conceptual frame or a concept, we are in fact evoking
that conceptual frame (Lakoff, 2014). This mechanism plays an important role
in explaining the construction of euphemistic meaning in Persian. In the Persian
language, through the cognitive process of negation, the conceptualizer to
construct a euphemistic meaning construes or conceptualizes an unpleasant
event, state, situation, and in general an entity in such a way that the unpleasant
concept is not directly in the spotlight. Rather, she negates or denies the pleasant
concept, and this mechanism causes the negated pleasant concept to be activated
and taken into consideration. Based on the process of negation, the negated
pleasant concept will be represented phonetically at the linguistic level and the
intensity of attention to the unpleasant concept, which is not represented at the
linguistic level, is reduced. This mechanism applies to all of the above data.
6.Conclusion

Linguistic negations structure the concepts in such a way that the window of
attention does not open on the unpleasant aspects of the entity in question and
does not put them at the center of attention. The present study re-emphasized on
the interaction and overlap of the language system and the general cognitive
systems.
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