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Abstract

This paper explores the evolution of the inflectional verbal prefix mi and its
diverse roles from the Old Persian through the Middle Persian language, to the
New Persian. In the earlier stages of Persian, verbal prefixes played varied roles,
such as the adverbial function. Verbal prefixes could extend or restrict the
principal meaning of the verb, or even change it altogether. The majority of
verbal prefixes could originally be used both as adverbs and prepositions.
However, the middle period of the Persian language witnessed a gradual
reduction in the functional roles verbal prefixes played, as the language drifted
toward analyticity. For this reason, verbal prefixes were no more able to change
the verb meaning as they used to in the earlier stages. In other words, they
changed to be fixed prefixes which were not generative anymore in middle
Persian and the later stages of the language. In fact, verbal prefixes were
grammaticalized and accepted various grammatical roles. This prefix is the
contemporary Persian mi that represents the durative or habituative aspect. This
inflectional prefix mi originates from old *ham-aiwa through the middle Persian
hamé which means “always” in Middle Persian. Hameé also represents continuity
and habits, while it does not have a fixed place in the sentence having been
attested in a variety of places. In classical Persian literature texts, hameé is
attested in the forms of hami and mi. The two classical Persian forms gradually
moved closer to the verb, and were finally attached to the verb to be
grammaticalized as an inflectional prefix. Contemporary mi represents not only
continuity and habit, but also plays a modal role to signify unfulfilled wishes
and unrealized assumptions by prefixing a past verb. Thus, the adverbial
*ham-aiwa has gone through a long process of grammaticalization, and has
become an inflectional prefix to signal continuity and habits aspect and also
irreal modality.
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1. Introduction

In grammaticalization, some lexical forms may take several functional roles and,
in this way, lose some grammatical functions gradually and represent newer
functions.

One of the linguistic forms which has shown various functions and undertook
different grammatical functions, is verbal prefix mi. In this respect, Jackson and
Kent have provided a relatively comprehensive list of prefixes of Avestan and
Old Persian languages with their probable meaning. They mentioned that these
forms have had sequentially three main functions such as adverb, preposition,
and prefix of verb. Most of these prefixes, in the passage of time from ancient
period to Middle Persian are seen in verbs as molded and sedimentary which
had lost their productivity.

In Persian language, this verbal prefix of verb that are remained from the past,
have some specification and functions as before.

First, they are as adverb for verb, show direction, orientation and direction of
verb movement and add concepts like up, down, front, back to verb, like come
up, come down, come to.

Second function of prefix in verb group, is reinforcement of verb meaning and
emphasis on it. This function is nothing except adverbial function, like "bar-
ashoftan (blazing)" and "bar-khastan (rising)". If these prefixes are omitted from
verb group, adverbs of emphasis like “must”, “certainly” and “definitely” can be
replaced.

Third function of prefixes in verb structure, is creating new meaning and
concept in it. Such a function, in comparison with other functions, has lower
frequency; especially, in the process of evolution, a limited number of these
prefixes have lost its meaning and concept: including bar-residan in the
meaning of “to research” and “to interrogate”, and bar-gastan in the meaning of
“to return”.

2. literature Review

Prefix mi, in most of the Iranian Grammar books has been considered as a prefix
which represents the aspect of the verbs such as durative and habitual aspect.
Some of the researchers have also mentioned that this prefix can be used in
desiderative mood and conditional sentences.

3. Methodology

In this paper, attend has been made to find the traces of this mi and hami in
Middle Persian languages and also the Persian classic literary texts. We have
studied old form of mi and hami in Old and Middle Persian languages and their
functions and roles in different period of Persian language. Finally, we
mentioned the new functions of this prefix which has undertaken in today's
Contemporary Persian language.

4. Discussion

Although in the evolution of prefix mi the two functions of it, durative and
habitual aspect, have been sustained in the Middle Persian and New Persian
texts, but it has been regrammaticalized todays and now it plays the role of
inflectional prefix for the verbs in irreal sentences. In this paper, the evolution of
prefix mi its form and function in three periods of Persian language was studied.
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In Old Iranian language, ham is an adverb and a prefix of verb which had
conveyed the meaning of "participation and accompaniment”. By adding this
prefix to the word aiwa with meaning of “one”, in Middle period, the new form
haméw or hame has been created as an adverbial prefix which meant "always,
ever" and used to indicate something happens regularly in different positions of
sentences. In this period, hame changed into hami in Persian literature texts and
has played the role of adverb to indicate continuity and habitual aspect.
Gradually, (it) has been regrammaticalized and became close to verb of
sentence, and finally, has undertaken inflectional prefix of the verb. In today's
Persian, inflectional prefix mi is joined to verb for indicating continuity and
habitual aspect in past and present tense.

5. Conclusion

In Old Iranian Languages, the lexeme ham had two functions: 1) as an adverb
for the verbs, 2) as a prefix for forming a new word (by meaning "participation
and accompaniment™). At this time, the word ham and aiwa were combined with
each other and created the form of hamaiwa and later hameéw. By the passage of
time, this form has been shortened and a new form of the word appeared. In the
Middle Persian Languages, it played the role of habitual and durative-
progressive aspect but in New Persian another function was assigned to this
word, namely representing the irreal modality of the verb in conditional
sentences. However, todays it seems that the role of representing durative-
progressive aspect this prefix being replaced by the word to have.
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