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Abstract

Clausal dependents of noun in Persian are divided into two groups: relative
clauses (restrictive relative clause /RRC and non-restrictive relative clause
INRRC), and clausal complements of noun (CCN). By mentioning the
semantic and syntactic differences between these two groups, Iranian
researchers often consider them as independent and distinct clauses. In this
study, we show that the so-called CCN is a kind of RC and for some reason
they cannot be complements. First, like RCs, these clauses are optional and
adjunctive. Second, those few nouns that can accept a clausal dependent,
unlike their corresponding verbs, do not semantically indicate an event or
process or action. Third, the behavior of these clauses happens to be
remarkably similar to that of NRRCs, mainly because the head nominal in
both clauses are definite. The necessity of definiteness arises from the
information structure of the clause and its being discourse-bound. On the
other hand, contrary to what has been described in the literature, the head N
of the clauses is not necessarily a predicative noun; however, semantically it
necessarily does contain an event descriptor. That is why not every noun can
be the head N of these clauses. The seeming CCNs are in fact RCs that are
the product of relativization of an event argument. Since this element is
hidden and located in one of the functional projections, CCNs seem to have
no gap/resumptive pronoun. Thus, it is better to use the term “event-relative
clauses” to refer to these clauses. The syntactic analysis of these clauses —in
a manner similar to the syntactic analysis of RCs— will justify the
impossibility of extraction, because according to Phase Theory, CP and DP
are the phases that the extracted item must first move to their edges;
However, the specifier of these two phrases is filled in by the relative
operator and the DP, and no element can be extracted from it.
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1.Introduction

Relative clauses (RCs) may be restrictive (RRC) or non-restrictive (NRRC).
Head N in a RRC is indefinite and is accompanied by the relative marker “-i”. In
a NRRC, the head N is definite. In CCN, the noun is definite, too. All of these
clauses begin with the complementizer “ke”. The presence or absence of a
gap/resumptive pronoun, different characteristics of the head N and other
differences between RC and CCN have caused these two clauses to be
considered as two separate and independent phenomena. In the present study
and through examining the CCNs and reviewing their most important
differences with RCs, we will show how valid these differences are in Persian
and how they can be explained.

2.Literature Review

Most Iranian researchers (Gholamalizadeh, 2003; Tabibzadeh, 2015; and
Taghvaiepour, 2005) consider CCN as an independent type of noun dependents.
Karimi (2001) is the only one who considers these clauses as a kind of RC, but
does not explain the differences between the two.

Scholars such as Stowell (1981), Grimshaw (1990), Nichols (2003), and Kayne
(2010) have argued that nouns cannot take a clausal complement. Thus, it was
claimed that CCN is a kind of RC (Nichols, 2003; Arsenijevic, 2009;
Haegeman, 2012, 2014).

3.Methodology

This is a descriptive-analytical research and it is mainly based on Chomsky
(2000, 2001), Karimi (2001), Nichols (2003) and Haegeman (2012).

4.Results

To show that CCNs are a type of RC, we examined the differences that
apparently exist between the two. Contrary to some scholars’ claims, CCNs do
not behave like arguments and cannot be theta-marked by nouns. Since nouns do
take prepositional arguments, they are defective argument-takers, which require
a preposition to transmit theta-marking from them to their complements. CPs
cannot occur with prepositions. So this means of transmitting a theta role is not
available and the theta criterion is violated (Grimshaw, 1990). In addition, CCN
is always optional and so, as an adjunct clause, behaves like an island (because
of CED/ condition on extraction domains) (Nichols, 2003; Kayne, 2010). The
noun that takes a clausal complement is not necessarily a predicative noun, and
these nouns, unlike their corresponding verbs, do not refer to a process. The
characteristic of these nouns is that they have a semantic property called event
descriptor. There is also an element called event argument in the clause, which
is being relativized. The necessity of definiteness for the head N of these clauses
is due to the information structure of the clause. CCNs are discourse-bound
clauses and contain old information (Hegarty, 1992). These differences are valid
when comparing the behavior of the RRC and CCN; however, the behavior of
NRRC is, in some respects, just like the behavior of CCN. It seems that some of
these similarities arise from the definiteness of the head N in both clauses.
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5.Discussion

Since the relativized element in CCN is the event argument, We suggest the
term event-relative clause to be used to refer to these clauses. Due to the fact
that RCs in Persian are not derived by movement and the relative operator is in
the specifier of CP from the beginning and the so-called head N is in the
specifier of DP, in the CCN the operator is in the specifier of CP from the
beginning and is coindexed with event argument (in the specifier of ForceP) and
also with N.

6.Conclusion

The syntactic analysis of these clauses — in a manner similar to the syntactic
analysis of RCs — will justify the impossibility of extraction, because according
to phase theory, CP and DP are the phases that the extracted item must first
move to their edges; However, the specifier of these two phrases is filled in by
the relative operator and the DP, and no element can be extracted from it.
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20. a. What did you say that John ate?
b. [cp What; did you say [cp ti [ JOhn ate t; ]]] (Hornstein et al., 2005:
358 (80a,b))
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1. phase impenetrability condition
2. edge
3. successive-cyclic
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