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Abstract

For many years, researchers have attempted to discover the complex
interrelationship between language and gender. This research investigated modal
adjuncts usage in the writings of female and male learners of Persian as a second
language. This research has been done based on Halliday's systemic functional
grammar approach, because, this theoretical framework provides a systemic method
for text analysis. Regarding the impact of gender on the writings of Persian language
speakers, valuable studies have been done so far, but no research has investigated
the impact of gender on the modal adjuncts usage in the writings of learners of
Persian as a second language. In fact, this research has been done to investigate the
impact of gender on different modal adjuncts usage in the writings of learners of
Persian as a second language based on Halliday's systemic functional grammar
approach. The method of this research is descriptive-analytic method. The
population of this study included advanced learners of Persian as a second language
which studied at Persian Language Center of Ferdowsi University. This field study
used random sampling for participant selection. data were collected through tests
and writing assignments. The sample and the corpus of this research was the
writings of 248 advanced female and male learners of Persian as a second language
of the center for teaching Persian language in Ferdowsi university of Mashhad. First,
the writings were classified based on gender (124 men and 124 women). Then, the
modal adjuncts in the texts were identified based on the segmentation of Halliday;
after that, the distribution of all modal adjuncts, was determined and shown by
charts and compared. The chi - square statistical test was used to study the
significance of differences between men and women. The results indicated that the
modality adjuncts were the most frequent modal adjuncts in the writings of the
participants. The results showed differences across males and females. Women used
modal adjuncts that showed uncertainty in their writings more than men and men
have used modal adjuncts that showed certainty in their writings more than women.
Lakoff (1975) says that women are systematically taught to speak with specific
language features, and those language features are associated with a lack of power.
Also, the results indicated that women have used comment adjuncts more than men.
James and Drakich (1993, pp. 302-3) said women are expected to talk, and do talk,
about personal feelings and other socioemotional matters relevant to interpersonal
relationships to a greater extent than men.
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1. Introduction

This research investigated modal adjunct usage in the writings of the female
and male learners of Persian as a second language. This research has been
done based on Halliday's systemic functional grammar approach, because,
this theoretical framework provides a systemic method for text analysis. In
fact, this research has been done to investigate the impact of gender on
different modal adjuncts usage in the writings of the learners of Persian as a
second language based on Halliday's systemic functional grammar approach.
2. Literature Review

Regarding the impact of gender on the writings of Persian language
speakers, valuable studies have been conducted so far, for example,
Tahmasebi Boldaji, S. (2010), Doroudi Moghadam, Kh. (2010), Ansarian, A.
& Bathaie, M. (2011) and Mahmoodi-Bakhtiari, B. & Dehghani, M. (2014);
But no research has investigated the impact of gender on the modal adjuncts
usage in the writings of learners of Persian as a second language.

3. Methodology

The method of this research is descriptive-analytic. The population of this
study included 248 advanced learners of Persian as a second language who
studied at Persian Language Center of Ferdowsi University in Mashhad.
This field study used random sampling for participant selection. Data were
collected through tests and writing assignments. First, the writings were
classified based on gender (124 men and 124 women). Then, following
Halliday, the modal adjuncts in the texts were identified; after that, the
distribution of all modal adjuncts, was determined and shown by charts and
compared. The chi-square statistical test was used to study the significance
of differences between men and women.

4. Results

The results indicated that the modality adjuncts were the most frequent
modal adjuncts in the writings of advanced female and male learners of
Persian as a second language.

The results showed differences across males and females. Women used
modal adjuncts that showed uncertainty in their writings more than men and
men have used modal adjuncts that showed certainty in their writings more
than women. Lakoff’s (1975) Language and Woman’s Place identifies and
explores a phenomenon that Lakoff names “women’s language”. She
identifies women’s language features. She says that women are
systematically taught to speak with specific language features, and those
language features are associated with a lack of power.

Also, the results indicated that women have used comment adjuncts more
than men. As Holmes (1998) said, women and men develop different
patterns of language use.

Based on ‘sociolinguistic universal tendencies,” that Holmes (1998) offers,
women tend to focus on the affective functions of an interaction more often
than men do. The affective functions of an interaction appear in the form of
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comment adjuncts. Also, James and Drakich (1993, pp. 302-3) said women
are expected to talk, and do talk, about personal feelings and other
socioemotional matters relevant to interpersonal relationships to a greater
extent than men.

5. Discussions

We discuss how women and men use the modal adjuncts in their writings in
different ways. In this section, we analyze the results based on Lakoff’s
theory (Lakoff’s (1975) Language and Woman’s Place) and ‘sociolinguistic
universal tendencies,” that Holmes (1998) offers. Furthermore, we compare
the results of the present study to the findings of previous studies.

6. Conclusion

Based on the results obtained we can conclude that Lakoff’s theory is
confirmed. Also, the results confirm Holmes’ sociolinguistic universal
tendencies.
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