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Abstract

It is necessary to study the vocabulary of the Indo-European and Indo-Iranian
periods because the structure of most Persian words goes back to the Indo-European
and Indo-Iranian periods and their meanings show the beliefs of the earliest people
and their views on the function of their morphology. During the recent centuries,
comparative linguistics and mythology have facilitated the reconstruction of the
words common between the two tribes. The Persians were the first Indo-Iranian
tribes who established a world empire; nevertheless, there is no reference to the
meaning of the word Pars, which has an ancient construction, in historical
documents. Consequently, linguists have different opinions about its meaning, and
their views are just based on the linguistic document. So, in addition to linguistic
and historical issues, one should also look at linguistic, mythological, and cultural
exchanges with Mesopotamian civilizations because, after migrating to the Iran
plateau and replacing the Mesopotamian states, the Persians owed them in many
respects, including the fact that the word Pars together with the word Medes, has
been mentioned in their documents for the first time. This research aims at studying
the structure and meanings of Pars based on linguistic documents and historical-
mythological traditions. Therefore, this research seeks to look for the time of the
formation of this word and its most probable meanings. Hence, the method is to
study the linguistic structure and morphology of the primary form of the word Pars
based on Assyrian texts and Greek mythological traditions and then find the most
probable meaning. Since each word must be interpreted according to its primary
form, in the end, the meanings of corner, leopard, ax and sickle are considered for
the primary form *parsu/va, based on linguistic and historical documents, and
"sickle™ has been assumed as the most probable meaning for Pars.
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1: Introduction

Since the western Iranians were close neighbors of the Mesopotamian civilizations,
there is certain historical information about the Persians and the Medes in their texts.
The Assyrian inscriptions are the first documents that point out the kings of the
central Zagros under the title of Parsuwas sarrani or the kings of Persia at 835 BC
and the Medes at 744/727 BC. As for Parsa /Parsumas, Tavernier quotes the
theories of some linguists: Hoffmann believes that Parsa is equivalent to the ancient
Indian parsu, and it was the name of a warrior tribe. Eillers cites that Parsa is
synonymous with the Old Indian parasi = ax or battle-ax and means people with
war axes. Harmatta believes that parsua in Assyrian text proves that Parsa evolved
from *Parsava. Skalmowski has recently pointed out that pars(u)a- is the equivalent
of parsva in the Old Indian, which means side region. Of course, Kogan quoted
Diakonov as saying that Shalmansar 1l marched on the Diyaleh valley in 834 BC,
and then he went to Parsua, which means boundary land. Mallory believes that
parsa is derived from the possible Indo-European root *perk/s- meaning leopard or
spotted cat. The word pars(a)na-=leopard is a spotted wild cat, which according to
Mallory theory has changed into pars/ Fars in New Persian.

This paper also aims to answer these questions: What was the oldest form of parsa?
To what period does the Old word parsa refer? What is the most probable meaning
for this word?

2: Methodology

Analysis of Assyrian texts revealed that the final syllable of the word Parsa is in the
forms of u/va, u§/va$, and mas. But why does Persia appear with two different
phonemes v, and m? After the Old Babylonian period, the phoneme m was probably
pronounced as w. Furthermore, the words given by Hesychius, the Greek historian
of the fifth century BCE, testify that the sun (ca®mg) was pronounced among the
Babylonians as both S$amas and SavaS. Moreover, Damascus Damascius (480 AD)
has indicated the  words tamtu and damkinain  Greek have  two
forms tauthe and dauki (m and v/u). Some words in Babylonian and Hebrew are
translations of Persian ones (Darayavaus and Babylonian Dariamus), which show
that the Babylonians pronounced the phoneme of nasal-labial m as that of fricative-
labial v in the later periods.

Parsa appears as Perses/ou/o, Acc. Persen or Persea, Voc. Persa, Perse = Parsia in
Greek. The Greeks consider the name of these people to be derived from the name
of Perseus. The Parsa is combined with other words (Persisti= in Persian, Perso-
thiwktis= Persian pursuer, Perso-vomos= Persian rule). But Perseus derives from
Perseus /ews/e, lonic in eos, and is an adjective of Perseios. Next to it, Persea (aiai,
ia, eie), an Egyptian tree, derives from the Parsa, and Perseus is the name of an
unexplained fish in the Red Sea that Beekes considers its root to be unknown.

3: Results and discussion

Based on this morphology, it is possible to assume the following roots: 1. The Indo-
European *perk means side and chest. From this root, there is parsu= curved
knife, parsva= side, side area in the OIld Indian; parasu= side and corner in
Avestan; fars= side in Ossetic. Mayrhofer indicates its stem in the form of parsvam
(rarely ah in masculine noun) side, side area, gear, corner (rig Veda), passa-= side
and corner in Pali and parsi, parasi = side in Kurdish. 2. The Indo-European
root perk means to ask and to propose. Armenian alers derives from the root al,
meaning to pray and ask. Another meaning in Indo-European means digging,
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uprooting, which furrow in modern English derives from *prkeha. In the New
Persian language, the words pursidan=ask and seek, and padafrah=antidote and
punishment, come from this root. 3. Another *perk in Indo-European means "dot
and dot and dot" and colorful and spotted animal, which combines with the suffix n
in prsni in Sanskrit). This root appears in Middle Irish as erc; Welsh erch; Old
German forhane, New German Farbe from <*perk-uo =colour, and Greek
praknos=black spot, praknon=black, and comes with the suffix zo in Old German
faro, Middle German vare= curve, from <*perk-uo. 4. Another root *perk means
"spreading, plowing, and grooving"; in OId Indian parsana= slit; Latin
porca=plowing the land; Kymeri riych=plowing; Old German furuh.Overall, these
interpretations and the following meanings are worth noting: parsva= side area,;
parsav/u =leopard; parasav/u= ax, and parsu/u= sickle, curved knife.

4: Conclusion

As a final conclusion, along with linguistic evidences, the meaning of parsu/av
=sickle is consistent with the Assyrian *parsva. This tool has been used extensively
for "grain and flock" and has shaped the life and identity of the Aryan Persian
farming community, and mythological issues also support this theory; it is known
that the Greeks reflected the history, temperament, customs, and traditions of the
ancient Persians and were quite acquainted with the past of them. Hence, it was seen
in mythological narratives that the myth of Perseus and Medusa could have been a
reflection of the historical accounts of Medo-Persia. Meanwhile, a certain Astyages
has entered into the story. This historical process caused this myth and the killing of
Medusa by Perseus with a sickle to enter Greek mythology and then the popular
etymology of Perseus and Medusa in Greek. Some heroes had a sickle in Greek
mythology, but the sickle as a Persian symbol in Mithraism emphasizes this myth.
Therefore, the author considers sickle as the most probable meaning of Parsu/av in
comparison to other meanings.
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