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Abstract

There is a generative constructional process in both Persian and Kurdish
languages, through which some syntactic constructions can be transformed
from a simple expression to an emphatic expression without changing the
original meaning. This process, which is the proof of a subject through the
negation of other states, can be called “affirmative negation". “Sentence to
express the concept of obligation”, "sentence to express inclusion” and
"positive news sentence in the present tense" are among the cases that are
transformed from their fundamental and unmarked structure into a marked
structure with specific verbal motivations. In this research, within the
framework of the markedness approach, the marked form of the mentioned
sentences in Persian and Kurdish languages is described and analyzed from the
structural and functional aspects in order to determine their difference from the
basic and unmarked form in terms of semantic function. The aim is to explain
and prove the nature of the construction process of affirmative negation in
Persian and Kurdish languages as a structural pattern and to show the
performance of this process in construction from unmarked to markedness. The
result of the research shows that marking in syntactic constructions does not
occur only with the movement of sentence elements, but sometimes it is done
through this process, which is one of the processes of emphasis.

Affirmative negation, Obligation to express necessity, Positive news sentence,
Emphasis, markedness
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1. Introduction

Negation is used in its main function when it appears only once in a sentence, that is, to negate. But if
one negation is used to negate another, that is, there are two negations at the level of the sentence, the
meaning of the word will not be negative; rather the negation of another negation indicates the positive
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meaning of the case. This issue as a structural pattern in addition to areas such as mathematics and
logic also manifests itself at the level of language and syntactic constructions. And it is used to induce
secondary meanings such as emphasizing and expressing the certainty of an issue. Based on this, the
items that are produced by this construction process are considered a modified and emphatic form of
their simple expression; In other words, some sentences (= concepts) are changed from their original
and fundamental structure to another construction without any change in the whole and the essence of
the meaning. This process, which can be called the paradox of "affirmative negation", is widely used
in Persian and Middle Kurdish (=Sorani). "Sentence expressing obligation™, "concept of inclusion”
and "positive news sentence in the present tense" are among the most obvious examples in these two
languages in which the mentioned construction process can be manifested. The unmarked state of
these sentences in the two mentioned languages has a specific general pattern, which is marked
through the affirmative negation process.
2. Theoretical Framework
In order to prove the existence of the mentioned construction process and to explain and analyze its
data, the concepts of marked and unmarked have been used and the content has been explained in the
framework of this approach. As a term used to describe linguistic elements and phenomena, unmarked
is often based on characteristics such as more basic, more natural, and more complex (Sabzevari,
2018: 100). On the other hand, marked refers to elements that appear non-fundamental, unnatural and
infrequent (= underused) compared to their counterparts. These distinguishing characteristics between
marked and unmarked are formulated based on the same triple criteria that Croft stated; that is,
"structural”, "behavioral™" and "frequency of use" criteria (Gholami, 2009: 211). These three criteria
separate the types of marked, which are simply expressed as follows: 1- Formal marked: This means
that the presence of a formal element indicates the marked of that linguistic unit, and the absence of
that element also indicates the unmarked of the referred linguistic unit. 2- Distributional: the
recognition of the marked face from the unmarked is determined based on the frequency of the
unmarked distribution and its more use. Semantic: There is a general and specific semantic
relationship between the unmarked and the marked, that is, the meaning of the unmarked word is
general and the marked word has a more specific meaning than it (Sabzevari, 2018: 105-106).
3. Results & Discussion
The structure of the following sentences, which are widely used in Kurdish and Persian languages, is
worthy of consideration:

nee-mi-teewan-em nee-rew-gm (Persian)

=l can'tgo

nakore makb.-&ke-m  nae-fros-om (Kurdish)

=| can't not sell my house

Considering the signs that exist in these sentences and can be cited as a reason in the argument,
their construction cannot be considered as basic or unmarked construction. The most important
argument is that it is not possible in the basic construction, on the one hand, both main parts of the
word are negative, and on the other hand, their result implies a positive meaning. In addition to this
reason, the interpretability to a fundamental construction is another reason to prove the markedness of
the construction of these sentences.
3.1. Practical appearances of affirmative negation process
1 -Obligatory sentence
Obligatory clause, as one of the four common clauses in the language, includes multiple concepts, one
of which is expressing the obligation to do something. This concept shows the state of necessity,
compulsion and necessity. To express this concept, in Persian language, "bayad" is used as a faceted
auxiliary verb (Labafan Khosh and Darzi, 2014: 111) and in Kurdish, it is /deebe/ or /?aSe/, which is
one of the obligating factors and a demonstrative sign, along with the main verb is used:

A
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bayeed be-rew-a&m (Persian)

=l must go

deebe/?esSe  ba-fo-m (Kurdish)

=1 must go

In addition to this construction, which is the basic and main construction to express the concept of
necessity, another syntactic construction is also used in Persian and Kurdish languages, which express
the same concept with more emphasis, such as:

B:

nemisewaed na-rew-gm (Persian)
=l can't go

nakre na-fo-m (Kurdish)

=l can'tgo

These two syntactic constructions are used in parallel in these two languages and the two
corresponding constructions are considered to have the same concept. Although their general contents
indicate the same thing, they are not exactly the same in terms of action and function. The syntactic
constructions of sentences (A) are basic and unmarked constructions, and sentences (B) are also
considered marked constructions.

2 -Positive news sentence

The structural process of affirmative negation, which expresses a proposition with emphasis, is also
used in positive news sentences. The noteworthy point is that the tense of the news sentence must be
present; Because this process is used in news sentences only for work that is about to be done or to
express a concept and state, and is not used for work that has finished, that is, in the past tense.

madaer feerzend-zs ra diist daraed (basic construction) (Persian)

=A mother loves her child

morov-akan pewist-yan ba ?asti-yae (basic construction) (Kurdish)

=Humans need peace

momken nist madar feerzeend-e$ ra dust naedaste baseed (marked construction) (Persian)

=It is not possible for a mother not to love her child

naSet moarov-gkan pewist-yan bee 7asti ne-bet (marked construction) (Kurdish)

=It is not possible that people do not need peace

3 -Inclusive sentence

Another case in which, for emphasis, the application of the affirmative negation process has a
frequent and prominent appearance is the expression of the concept of inclusiveness. The main
structure of inclusion in Farsi has "har" or "heme" and in Kurdish /heemi/ or /har/ and conveys the
meaning of including a subject to all members, as in the following sentences:

heema-ye maewjidat be 7ab neyaz daraend (Persian)

=All living things need water

hami-y xowendkar-an xat.ati-yan wargortiwa (Kurdish)

=All students have received awards

The act of emphasizing these sentences is done with the same affirmative negation process, and the
construction that is obtained in this way is considered to be a marked construction of the concept of
inclusion.

maewjidi nist be ?ab neyaz nadaste based (marked construction) (Persian)

=There is no existence that does not need water

xowendkar-ek niyae xeek.ati-1 waer-na-gortbet (marked construction) (Kurdish)

= There is no student who has not received an award
4. Conclusion
What was obtained from this research indicates that affirmative negation is one of the constructional
processes of emphasis in Farsi and Kurdish languages, through which marked constructions are
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produced. In the overall performance of this process, there is a common feature in both Persian and
Kurdish languages, and the basic and main constructions in the sentence of obligation, the sentence
expressing the concept of inclusion, and the positive news sentence in the present tense are
emphasized through it; In other words, the emphasis method in these three sentences follows a
common process. Marked constructions that are produced by this process, in addition to expressing the
principle of meaning, which is also present in their unmarked forms, also contain emphasis on the
subject in question. Due to the fact that in both Persian and Kurdish languages, the act of emphasizing
the fundamental construction of many types of sentences is done with this process, it can be
considered a universal process in these two languages.
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1. Interpersonal Level.
2. Functional Discourse Grammar.
3. contrastive focus.
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