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the morphology of languages and this process has been concentrated by grammarians
and linguists. Compound words of a language can be classified in various ways. In
one of these classification methods, compounds are divided into two major
categories: exocentric compounds and endocentric compounds. This research is an
attempt to explore the N-P-N tripartite exocentric compounds of Persian within the
framework of Construction Morphology. The research examines the systematic
semantic relations, the possible schema of the N-P-N construction, its subschemas,
and the hierarchical structure of this construction in the lexicon of Persian speakers.
The data under the study have been collected from the reference book “Farhang-e
Farsi-ye Amiyane” (Persian Slang Dictionary) written by Abolhasan Najafi which
totally includes 88 tripartite compounds. The approach of this research is
construction-based and tries to examine the metaphorical and semantic content of the
above-mentioned compounds and to justify their word-formation pattern of them
based on the concept of “construction” and “constructional schemas”. The method of
this research is descriptive-analytical and the result of the research demonstrates that
all the compounds that are examined in this research can be encoded by 10 semantic
relations: property, person property, time, location, state, thing, condition/situation,
person, action and repetition of time. Each of these semantic relations and their
differences has been represented as a schema which is a pairing of form and
meaning. The results also evinced that there is a direct relation between the semantic
transparency of a construction and its frequency and productivity in Persian, there
are 70 N-be-N compounds in the corpus which is considerably more than other types
of compounds. Therefore, it is concluded that the frequency of the N-P-N
compounds is rooted in their semantic transparency.

Tripartite compound, Exocentric, Construction Morphology, Constructional
schemas, N-P-N

Cite this The Author(s): Asadi, Gh., Bahrami-Khorshid, S., Maleki-Moghaddm, A., (2023). The Study of N-P-N Tripartite
Exocentric Compounds in Persian: An Analysis within the Framework of Construction Morphology, Journal of Language
Research, No. 1, Vol.14 | Serial No. 26, Spring & Summer- (23-47)- DOI:10.22059/JOLR.2021.313793.666665.

m Publisher: University of Tehran Press



https://orcid.org/0009-0006-8482-5078
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4461-3584
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4461-3584
mailto:sahbahrami@modares.ac.ir
mailto:maleki_a@modares.ac.ir
https://jolr.ut.ac.ir/article_94298.html

24 Journal of Language Research, No. 1, Vol.14, Serial No. 26, Spring & Summer -2023

1. Introduction

In this research, exocentric compounds that have the N-P-N structure have been studied. These compounds
consist of two nouns and a preposition. Since an exocentric compound has no semantic head and the
meaning of constituents does not denote the meaning of the compound, therefore, a special semantic
interpretation is required for such compounds. In this study, we used the notion of construction and abstract
schema to perceive these semantic interpretations. This study is done based on the Construction
Morphology theory. The construction-based approaches do not distinguish between morphemes, phrases,
clauses, and sentences, and consider them as pairs of form and meaning that have different levels of
complexity. This theory is schema-based means that in this theory it is postulated that language users, by
repeatedly encountering the existing words in the language, extract the common formal and semantic
features of those words and represent them in the form of patterns, and then use these patterns to construct
new words. These abstract patterns are called constructional schemas. The purpose of this research is to
examine these word-formation patterns and reach a single pattern or schema for constructions with similar
structures. The main question is how can we consider this type of compound as construction? In other
words, how are the compounds that have idiomatic and metaphorical meanings conveyed and how are they
cognitively understandable for the speakers of a language? How can we associate the idiomatic meaning of
these compounds with their forms? Another question is why the N-P-N tripartite exocentric compounds
that have more semantic transparency are processed faster in the speaker's mind and are easier to
understand? Whether they have a simpler meaning or follow specific patterns? Or just simply internalized
in a linguistic community due to pragmatic reasons? Or because of the frequency of use by the speakers of
a language, the speaker's mind is more familiar with that particular compound? Therefore, another question
that we were looking for in this research is whether the exocentric compounds that have more semantic
transparency follow specific constructional schemas? That is, are there specific constructional schemas in
the morphology of each language that are more dominant in the speaker's mind than other schemas? Does
this dominance have a direct relationship with the frequency of these compounds in the language or is it
merely due to the pragmatic and social reasons that some compounds are used more by speakers and have
become more common in the language? By examining the N-P-N exocentric compounds of the Persian
language, we find a more specific place for this type of compound in the language's morphology and
classify them according to a specific rule and within the framework of a specific theory. In addition, by
presenting constructional schema and subschema for this category of Persian language compounds and
analyzing them, we will access a part of the morphological system governing the human brain and draw a
hierarchical relationship between the schemas and subschemas of tripartite exocentric compounds, we will
find a probable pattern for classification of these type of constructions in the mental lexicon of Persian
speakers.

2. Materials and Methods

The research is descriptive-analytical. To collect the data of the research, which are the three-constituents
exocentric compounds of the Persian language, first, the sourcebook "Persian Slang Dictionary" by
Abolhassan Najafi was read. What is in this dictionary are words, phrases, and expressions of colloquial
and everyday language commonly used by the people of Tehran in the fourteenth century AH. In total 88
N-P-N exocentric compounds were collected. Then these data were categorized according to the part of
speech of their constituents and classified in separate pages in Microsoft Excel. On each page, the data
were arranged in alphabetical order. For each entry, some information is provided, which includes: the part
of speech of the constituents of the compound, the part of speech of the whole compound, the page number
of the sourcebook, the meaning of the compound, and an example sentence that shows the context in which
the compound occurs. After categorizing the data, first, based on the type of preposition used in the
compounds, compounds were divided into 6 subcategory and based on the semantic relations between the
constituents of them, a constructional schema for each compound were represented. The Persian
prepositions be, dar, tu, dala, ru, and bar were analyzed. By examining the data in question, we came
across several recurring patterns and all these patterns are subschemas of a specific schema.
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3. Discussion and Conclusion

The primary issue discussed in this research was how can consider the tripartite exocentric compounds as a
pair of form and meaning or construction? To answer this question, we considered the arguments of the
construction morphology theory and according to the principles of this theory, which does not distinguish
between word, phrase, clause, and sentence and considers the language units as constructions, we also
considered the tripartite exocentric compounds as a pair of form and meaning. In fact, tripartite compounds
are also considered constructions that have different levels of complexity. Another issue that we wanted to
answer was how the bi-directional correspondence between the form and meaning of the N-P-N exocentric
compounds in Persian is explained in the framework of construction morphology theory? As we saw in the
data analysis, the schemas presented for the compounds were all based on semantic relations. All the
compounds studied in the research were encoded by 10 specific and distinct semantic relations: property,
person property, time, location, state, thing, situation/condition, person, action, and repetition of time.
These different semantic relations are the reason for the difference in the constructional schemas of
compounds. Of course, we should also keep in mind that in cognitive approaches there is no distinction
between syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Therefore, the distinction between semantics and pragmatics is
also rejected due to the impossibility of separating language from experience and human function. In
addition, according to the cognitive approach, language may lack fixed, precise, and explicit meanings (as
we saw in the tripartite exocentric compounds). In this regard, the meaning of a word in each specific
situation is the result of a very complex set of factors. Meaning should not be considered as an absolute and
specific concept that has a one-to-one correspondence with form, but rather as a variable and consensual
value among participants who use it in everyday language. This concept means that the meaning of a word
is related to its use in a specific context. The next question was whether compounds that have more
semantic transparency, are processed faster in the speaker's mind and are easier to understand, whether they
have a simpler meaning or they follow specific patterns? or just simply internalized in a linguistic
community due to pragmatic reasons? Or because of the frequency of use by the speakers of a language, the
speaker's mind is more familiar with that particular compound? In response to this question, we must say
that in our analyses, there was a meaningful relationship between the constructional schema, semantic
transparency, and productivity. According to our statistical analysis, it was clear that the number of
compounds that have the preposition "be" in their structure is significantly higher than other compounds,
and this indicates that probably the preposition "be" in Persian is more common and frequent than other
prepositions because its use is easier and it basically has a transparent meaning, and this fact shows the high
frequency and semantic transparency of this category of compounds. Of course, pragmatic and sociological
factors also affect the semantic transparency of a compound for people of a language community. Factors
such as place of birth and language community that a speaker has grown up in should not be ignored. So,
we also consider this factor that probably the semantic transparency of some compounds is due to the
frequency of their use in a language community and their institutionalization. According to these
explanations, we conclude that probably in the morphology of each language, there are specific
constructional schemas that are more dominant in the speaker's mind than other schemas due to the
semantic transparency they have, and this dominance has a direct relation with the frequency of these
compounds in the language. Of course, we should also keep in mind that some compounds may have been
used more by the speakers and internalized more in the language due to pragmatic and social reasons.
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