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The aim of this paper is to study Persian effect on the relative clause construction
of Azerbaijani. The data have been collected from the different contexts of
Azerbaijani speakers’ speech in Ardabil province. At first the data were classified
in two groups: head final relative clauses and head initial relative clauses. Then
they were analyzed according to views common in language contact phenomenon
including Heine (2006). So this research is descriptive-analytic. Azerbaijani allows
the nouns with different grammatical functions (subject, direct object, indirect
object, object of postposition, genitive, object of comparison) to be relativized like
other languages in the world. In addition to head final relative clauses (common in
Turkish languages), most of the data have been produced according to Persian
relative clause structure (head initial pattern) by borrowing Persian “Ke”
morpheme. Previous Azerbaijani language researchers have considered head initial
relative clause as a borrowed structure from Persian to Azerbaijani. But the
findings of this research show that head initial relative clause structure is an
Azerbaijani native structure used in the special context limitedly without the
appearance of Persian “Ke” morpheme. Persian and Azerbaijani can be considered
as model and replica languages respectively in the language contact situation.
Azerbaijani speakers use a strategy such as the extending strategy to increase the
frequency of head initial relative clause structure matching that of Persian by
borrowing Persian “Ke” morpheme, as Heine (2006) has showed the use of this
strategy in the contact situation of some languages. Azerbaijani speakers choose
among two alternative structures (head final and head initial relative clause
structures), the one corresponding to Persian relative clause structure. Azerbaijani
speakers’ extended use of head initial relative clauses is as a result of Azerbaijani
convergence with Persian that is a common phenomenon due to the language
contact occurring in multilingual societies.
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relative clause.
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1. Introduction

Borrowing is considered an important phenomenon in historical linguistics because it causes
significant changes in the languages contacting with each other. A lot of Persian language
features are transtered to other languages and dialects in Iran. This process leads to the
convergence of these languages with Persian that is the dominant language. The aim of this
paper is to study Persian effect on the relative clause construction of Azerbaijani. Relatives
clause is a subordinate construction that modifies a noun phrase in the main clause. It is
embedded in the main clause or joined to it. The relative clauses is different in Persian and
Azarbaijani. It is head initial in Persian but head final in Azarbaijani. Language contact has
caused Azarbaijani speakers to use a lot of head initial relative clauses in their speech by
borrowing Persian “Ke” morpheme which is the obligatory constituent in Persian relative
construction. Many Azarbaijani researchers have pointed the borrowing of the head initial
relative structure from Persian by Azarbaijani native speakers. The present research devotes to
study this borrowed pattern by answering the following questions: how has the head initial
relative construction extended in the speech and language of Azarbaijani people? Can the head
initial relative construction be considered as a borrowed pattern in Azarbaijani?

2. Literature Review

Linguists such as keenan and Comrie (1977), Keenan (1985), Comrie (1989), Kutewa (2005)
and ... have studied syntactic structure of relative clauses in different languages. Part of their
studies includes the following universal parameters: the relative clause is headed or headless,
the position of the modifying clause (whether joined or embedded), the place of the head in
headed relative clause (initial or final). So relative construction plays an important role in
typological studies of word order. keenan and Comre (1977) paid attention to noun phrase
relativized hierarcy and the role of relative clause in studying the phrases in generative
grammar. They introduced their hierarcy by studying the behaviour of relative clauses in 30
languages. According to their findings there are tendencies in these languages for relativization
of nouns by the following grammatical functions: subject> direct object> indirect object> object
of pre- or postposition> genetive> object of comparison. A direct object relativization in a
language means that a subject is also relativized in that language.

Several Iranian researchers like Aghaei (2006), Taghvaipour (2014), Haghbin and Asadi (2015),
Bahrami (2017) and Mowlaei Kuhbanani et al (2018) have studied Persian relative clause
structure based on mentioned universal studies. Findings of their studies can be summmarized
as: there are both headed and headless relative clauses in Persian, although — as most other
languages- headed relative clauses are more frequent in Persian. The head in Persian is always
out of modifying clause. Persian modifying clauses are embedded within main clause. So
Persian has a post nominal relative clause (head initial). Persian uses the first and the second
method of relativization among the four universal methods including gap, resumptive pronoun,
pronoun retention and full noun phrase.

Some reshearchers such as Slobin (1986), Erfani (2012) and Bazian et al (2023) have examined
the relative construction of Azarbaijani. According to the findings of these researches
Azarbaijani relative clauses precede the head (head final). These structures also benefit from
gap strategy and this language lacks a relativizer like “Ke” in Persian. All these researchers have
concluded that Azarbaijani speakers have borrowed head initial relative clause structure from
Persian.

3. Methods

This research is corpus-based and the data have been collected from the different contexts
(formal and informal) of Azerbaijani speakers’ speech in Ardabil province. 550 relative clauses
were extracted from collected data. At first the data were classified in two groups: head final
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relative clauses and head initial relative clauses. Then they were analyzed according to views
common in language contact phenomenon including Heine (2006). So this research is
descriptive-analytic.

4. Discussions and conclusions

The investigation of the data shows that Azerbaijani allows the nouns with different
grammatical functions (subject, direct object, indirect object, object of postposition, genitive,
object of comparison) to be relativized almost like other languages in the world. The head of the
relative clause in Azerbaijani is always out of modifying clauses and it usually follows them. In
addition to head final relative clauses (common in Turkish languages), most of the data have
been produced according to Persian relative clause structure (head initial pattern) by borrowing
Persian “Ke” morpheme. Previous studies on Azerbaijani such as Slobin (1986), Erfani (2012)
and Bazian et al (2023) have confirmed that the head initial relative clause has been borrowed
from Persian by Azerbaijani speakers. But the findings of this research show that head initial
relative clause structure is an Azerbaijani native structure. It is used in the special context
limitedly without the appearance of Persian “Ke” morpheme. Persian and Azerbaijani can be
considered as model and replica languages respectively in the language contact situation.
Azerbaijani speakers use a strategy such as the extending strategy to increase the frequency of
head initial relative clause structure matching that of Persian by borrowing Persian “Ke”
morpheme, as Heine (2006) has showed the use of this strategy in the contact situation of some
languages. Azerbaijani speakers choose among two alternative structures (head final and head
initial relative clause structures), the one corresponding to Persian relative clause structure.
Azerbaijani speakers’ extended use of head initial relative clauses is as a result of Azerbaijani
convergence with Persian that is a common phenomenon due to the language contact occurring
in multilingual societies.
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