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The Vocative construction is one of the earliest conceptions acquired by
children. So it must be a universal phenomenon. It is surprising that it had been
rarely studied. While the vocative is a building block of sentences, although
non-obligatory, it has often been approached from a non-linguistics perspective.
This paper aims to investigate both the internal/syntactic structure of the
vocative phrase and its syntactic position in Persian within the framework of
Minimalist Theory. To do this, the data are collected addressee, which is
identified by the vocative phrase (VocP), is a functional projection derived by a
bundle of morpho-syntactic and semantic features. In the one hand, the
projection is located above the functional projections of the nominal domain
and the determiner phrase (DP). On the other hand, it is located in the left
periphery of the sentence. The vocative phrase located between the topicalized
and focused phrases as a result of topic and focus movement in the language.
The phrase may or may not be co-indexed with a constituent in the main clause.
Although vocative phrases are not morphologically marked in Modern Persian,
there are elements such as “Ey”, “Ahay” and “hey” which are sign of vocative
in Persian, named vocative particles. These particles are optional, however,
located in the vocative phrase. The particles, also, are different stylistically. The
fisrt one is used in literary style and the second two particles are used in
colloquial style. Moreover, the vocative head is shown to take a DP
complement. The DP merges with the head of the phrase, as its complement
Vocative particles are proposed to bear an uninterpretable D-feature along with
the some other morpho-syntactic features. Checking these features make the DP
complement to be interpreted as vocative in the LF, namely the vocative DP.
The distribution of vocative particles indicates that the “EY” particle is a bound
morpheme but “Ahdy” and “Hey” are free morphemes. The projection is
prosodically marked by pause and linearly followed by a comma.

Vocative, Addressee, Vocative Phrase, Particle, Left Periphery, Functional
head.
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1.Introduction

In addition to the arguments, sentences may have non-argument phrase of various kinds. The
vocative phrase is one such phrase, which has not received much attention in the Persian
linguistic literature. The vocative phrase, contrary to DP arguments, is not included in the
argument structure of predicates. The vocative refers to the addressee of the sentence. Although
the vocative form is one of the earliest structures the children acquire, it has been rarely studied
syntactically. We will claim that the vocative is a syntactic object and should be part of the
grammar. Therefore, it can be analyzed, as a constituent, like the other parts of the sentence. To
do this, first it must identified as a syntactic phrase, namely, the vocative phrase. The structure
of this phrase, its feature composition and the position it occupies in the clause are among the
questions that we tackle in the article. That the vocative phrase is not an argument of the verb
seems to be why it has not received that attention it deserves in the linguistic literature.
However, it is a phrase with a high frequency in everyday use of the language with interesting
morpho-syntactic features. The phrase has several patterns; it can be realized as a common or
proper noun, with or without an adjective. It can also be a pronoun .

2.Literature Review

Zwicky (1974: 787) defines the vocative by stating that “it is set off from sentence it occurs in
by special intonation and it does not serve as an argument of a verb in this sentence. The
vocative is first introduced by Moro (2001) as a syntactic object. Hill (2007; 2014),
Espinal(2013) and Slocum(2016) analyze the internal structure of the vocative phrase for the
first time. The complement of the vocative head is subject to the cross-linguistic variation
(Stavrou, 2013). Languages usually tend to DP as the complement but there are some languages
consider the NP as the complement. Longobardi (1994) believes DP to be argument. Hence, he
concludes that The DP could not occupy vocative complement. In contrast to the syntactic point
of view to the issue, speech act point of view considers the VocP to be a pragmatic
phenomenon. From this point of view, the internal structure of the VocP is similar to the
syntactic one but they are different in the features. The speech act (SA) point of view locates the
VocP above the clause in the structure named Speech Act phrase (Speas and Tenny, 2003). The
speech act head license the addressee. The Vocative in the Persian has not been considered as a
phrase and the vocative particle ‘Ey’ was thought to be a vocative preposition (Farshidvard,
2007: 234 (

3.Methodology

This is a descriptive-analytic and theoretical study. The data come from the colloquial register
of Persian as reflected in the authors' intuition of the language. These data are collected from
weblogs and dramas and scenarios. Also, nine linguists and one non-linguist native speaker
were asked to evaluate the data. Some of data were needed to be analyzed in a special context.
Having collected the data, they were subjected to the minimalist analysis. Interpretable and
uninterpretable features on the goal and the probe heads of the vocative phrase and determiner
phrase were proposed. These features were shown to come into checking relation along the lines
of Chomsky (2001).

4.conclusions

The focus of research lies on syntactic characteristics of the vocative phrase. We consider the
phrase a functional projection located above the DP. The former takes the DP as its complement
but the determiner is usually absent from the vocative D. The uninterpretable D feature on the
vocative head is checked by its corresponding interpretable feature on the D head and the
uninterpretable Vocative case feature on the D head is checked by the vocative functional head
through the Agree relation. Other morpho-syntactic features such as Phi[d], definite [def]
features are shown to be checked between the D head and the elements of the vocative phrase.
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The Phi[¢] include [2nd person] and [num]. The Phi[¢] features are originally interpretable on
N. The uninterpretable Phi features on D are valued and checked against their counterpart on N.
Therefore, the uninterpretable Phi features on Voc are valued and checked by their counterpart
in D. The [def] feature on the Voc is intrinsic. Therefore, the definiteness of the VVocative DP is
not related to determiners, in contrast to the argument. As a result, the DP would be interpreted
as a vocative DP in the LF. Given the vocative DP, we conclude that there are two kinds of DP:
one is vocative and the other is argumental. These kinds of DPs have different properties. In
addition to the internal structure, the position of the vocative phrase with respect to other
constituents of the sentence is discussed in the article. This position is located in the periphery
of the sentence between potential Topic and Focus position (Mauck and Zanuttinni, 2004;
Slocum, 2010; 2016). However, the vocative phrase position, in the left periphery, is subject to
the cross- linguistic variation. The phrase takes part in every sentence type. It may or may not
co-indexed with one or more constituents of the sentence. The imperative sentence, especially
the imperative subject, is always co-indexed with the VocP but they are not the same. Being co-
indexed with an argument of the verb coding second person, it forms part of the sentence.
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[op1 The barn; [voce JOhn[gine ti has got to be painted this year]]]
[op1le The barn should be painted this year]; [voce JOhN [rine t]1]
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(v$)?Signor Rossi, quella proposta mi sa che non ne parla pit nessuno.

Mr Rossi, that proposal me seems that neg of-it talks anymore nobody
Mr Rossi, as for that proposal, | fear that nobody talks about it
anymore.
(16)Quella proposta, Signor Rossi, mi sa che non ne parla pit nessuno.

That proposal, Mr Rossi, me seems that ne of-it talks anymore nobody.
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1. speech act adverb/mood
2. speaker pragmatic role(p-role)
3. hearer pragmatic role
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(YMa.Gianni pensa, 0 Maria/o ragazza che Pietro abbia letto un libro.
Gianni thinks o Maria/ o girl that Pietro has read a book

*h.Gianni pensa che, o Maria/o ragazza Pietro abbia letto un libro
Gianni think that o Maria/ o girl Pietro has read a book
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