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At the beginning of the 18th century, with the act of the parliaments of
England and Scotland, the four countries of England, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland were formed the Great Britain, and the British identity was added
to the people of these countries. Along with this union and with the
advancement of sciences, the British took the first steps to become a
colonial power. But in the first place, it was necessary to form the idea of
empire in the minds of the British; Therefore, English authors and travel
writers started to compose works whose themes were the discovery of
distant lands, colonization and confrontation with the natives. One of these
people was Daniel Defoe, who in his novel Robinson Crusoe (1719),
which is one of the texts subject to reading in the course Novel 1, B.A. in
English Language and Literature in Iran, depicted the adventures of
Robinson Crusoe. In the novel, he managed not only to establish a colony
for himself and achieved great wealth, but also became a slave owner in
Latin America in the cotton fields. Therefore, this research aims to analyze
the above novel in light of postcolonial criticism to reveal the colonial
discourse in the work, that is, the conquest of the natives and their
reduction to others and colonial subjects.
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1.Introduction

At the beginning of the 18th century, with the act of the parliaments of England and Scotland,
the four countries of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland were formed the Great Britain, and
the British identity was added to the people of these countries. Along with this union and with
the advancement of sciences, the British took the first steps to become a colonial power. But in
the first place, it was necessary to form the idea of empire in the minds of the British. Therefore,
English authors and travel writers started to compose works whose themes were the discovery
of distant lands, colonization and confrontation with the natives. For this reason, in order that
the public thoughts become accustomed to the idea of empire and British identity becomes
tangible, English writers and literary figures of the eighteenth century, as well as travelers and
explorers, turned to writing fictional and non-fictional works such as travelogues, depicting
Britain as a burgeoning and powerful empire that could be present in all corners of the earth and
fill the empty and white spaces on world atlas maps with its name. One of the most important of
these writers is Daniel Defoe, who, in addition to his profession as a novelist, was also involved
in journalism and trade. Defoe gained significant fame in 1719 with the publication of the novel
Robinson Crusoe.

The publication of this novel relates to a time when the Industrial Revolution marked the
beginning of the capitalist era and the emergence of the urban middle class, leading to a
significant cultural transformation in Western European society. This backdrop sparked a
thriving market for novels featuring protagonists who embarked on journeys to discover the
unknown and conquer the world. The creation of vibrant characters, rich dialogues, lively
settings, engaging plots, and compelling conflicts were hallmarks of novels from that period,
with Robinson Crusoe being one of the finest examples of this genre.

2. Literature Review

In English literature, Defoe's novel has been examined from various angles. lan Watt, in his
book The Rise of the Novel (1957), dedicates an entire chapter to the study of Defoe's novel,
analyzing the narrative in terms of the discourse of capitalism and commerce in the eighteenth
century and Crusoe's relationship with nature. Manuel Schonhorn, in his book "Defoe’s
Politics" (1991), presents a political reading of Defoe's works. According to him, the character
of Crusoe represents Defoe's opposing views against the type of government and the
sovereignty of the House of Commons in England. For this reason, transforming the island into
Crusoe's kingdom and engaging in slavery in South America can be seen as Defoe's opposition
to the contemporary policies of the English government, which does not make much effort
towards British imperialism. Edward Said examines the novel in relation to culture, capitalism,
and imperialism in his book "Culture and Imperialism™ (1993). He states that Robinson Crusoe
is a modern realist novel and that it is not surprising for a European to create a master-servant
society for himself on a remote island.

3. Materials and Methods

The present research is a descriptive-analytical study aimed at finding traces of colonial
discourse in the novel Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe. This research seeks to analyze the
aforementioned novel in light of post-colonial criticism to reveal the colonial discourse of this
work, namely the domination and reduction of others and colonial identities.

4. Discussions and conclusion

Robinson Crusoe, in addition to being a fictional and imaginative work, provides a collection of
guides and explanations for the colonization of individuals and places. The discourse analysis in
this work, considering the opinions of post-colonial critics and like other post-colonial works,
indicates the colonial gaze of the colonizer towards the colonized, in such a way that this post-
colonial perspective and the element of "otherness,” which is considered one of the prominent
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concepts of post-colonial critique, is clearly manifested throughout the text. The research results
showed that considering the views of post-colonial critics and like other post-colonial works,
the colonizer has a vertical view of the colonized, such post-colonial perspective and the
element of "otherness,” which is considered one of the prominent concepts of post-colonial
critique, is clearly manifested throughout the text. Therefore, it can be argued that what requires
more attention in Iran academic field is the presentation of deconstructive critiques of such
classical texts so that their hidden ideologies can be revealed.
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