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Abstract

Discourse analysis examines the impacts of human, gender and cultural
interactions and social values on discourse, and studies the way these
relationships are presented in the text. Hence, in this article, which deals
with the phenomenon of bargaining in an Iranian culture, Kermanshah, the
approach of critical discourse analysis is used to study the discourse of
bargaining regarding the mind control process of the audience. According to
Foucault, power has a non-predetermined structure, hence because of its
elusive nature, participants in a discourse can play different roles. This
research data is gathered utilizing a questionnaire (164) and recording some
conversations (850 minutes), in three different social class areas in
Kermanshah. The analysis of the data shows that discourse participants use
different linguistic mechanisms to reach their goals in bargaining, such as
topicalization, short single sentences, exclamatory, imperative and
interrogative structures, besides prosodic prominence strategies such as
changes in stress, intonation and juncture which can end in shifts in the focus
of the information structure of the sentences. However, simple words with
ideological connotative meanings have the highest frequency. Moreover,
according to the findings, three highlighted behavorial strategies frequent in
bargaining include the usage of religious beliefs, having ethnic tradition
biases, and stating economic, social, and class problems. The results indicate
that the various roles pertaining to the bargaining participants —buyers and
sellers- put bargaining in the category of reverse discourse, as Foucault calls
it. The seller, in the power hierarchy, is the superordinate through the
ownership position, while the buyer is the subordinate. However, in mind
controlling, the buyer’s attempt to control the seller secretly makes them the
controller, the one who applies power in a bottom-up order. Given that it is
impossible to control the seller's mind without persuading them or without
changing their worldview, bargaining is categorized as a rhetorical task, and
the buyer, in this discourse, is the rhetor.

Keywords: Bargaining discourse, Critical Analysis, Power, Mind
controlling, Rhetoric, Kermanshah.
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