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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study the effect of Persian language on Azerbaijani
compound verb construction. Data were collected from Azerbaijani resources
and the interactions of 30 speakers of this language in Ardabil province
(Ardabil, Meshkin Shahr and their surrounding regions). Native Azerbaijani
compound verbs plus those borrowed from Persian were extracted from the
collected data and their frequency was determined. The research method is
descriptive-analytic, because at first the data were classified in the framework of
the verb accommodation strategies in the borrowed language and they were
analyzed according to the common approaches in language contact literature.
Results show that no Persian finite verb has entered Azerbaijani language.
Azerbaijani language uses two strategies to accommodate Persian finite verbs.
The light verb construction and indirect insertion are two important strategies
that Azerbaijani speakers use to accommodate Persian verbs. The frequency of
light verb construction (Persian non-verbal element + Azerbaijani light verb) in
the speakers’ speech is very high in comparison to indirect insertion strategy
(Persian noun or adjective + Azerbaijani verb making affixes) and Azerbaijani
native compound verbs. In spite of some previous studies considering
Azerbaijani compound verbs as patterns borrowed from Persian, this research
finding shows that light verb construction is not a new pattern in Azerbaijani
and this construction exists in the language itself. Azerbaijani speakers use the
extending strategy to increase the frequency of this construction matching that
of Persian. Borrowed Persian non-verbal element causes Azerbaijani speakers to
choose among alternative verb making constructions (Persian non-verbal
element + Azerbaijani light verb and Persian noun or adjective + Azerbaijani
verb making affixes) the one corresponding to Persian construction. This change
resulting in Azerbaijani progressive convergence to Persian is a natural
consequence of language contact.
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