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Abstract
There is a group of verbs in Persian which lost part of their semantic content in

the process of language evolution. These so-called light verbs in addition with a
preverbal element, a noun, an adjective or a prepositional phrase form light verb
constructions in this language. The syntactic and semantic study of these
constructions became one of the challenging issues in modern linguistics and
they were the subject of linguistic studies in different languages from different
points of view. Light verb constructions are one of the most productive
constructions in Persian, but the degree of the productivity is not the same in all
Persian light verbs. Why do they show different degrees of productivity in
forming light wverb constructions is an important question which was
unaddressed by the previous scholars of the field? To answer this question,
firstly we measure the productivity of each verb using the corpus data and then
in the light of Distributed Morphology (Halle & Marantz, 1993; Marantz, 2013),
which is a neo-constructionist view, we account for the differences in the
degrees of their productivity. The results indicate that the degrees of Persian
light verbs’ productivity depend on the degrees of their semantic lightness, their
insertion possibilities and their insertion blockings. We assessed the degrees of
their semantic lightness by comparing the light and the lexical forms of each
verb in the corpus data. Using the secondary exponence of Harley and Noyer
(2000), we calculated the semantic and syntactic insertion possibilities of the
verbs, which means the syntactic and semantic environments in which these
verbs are allowed to be inserted and finally we calculated the semantic and
syntactic blockings of each verb, that is the semantic and syntactic environments
in which their insertion is blocked. Thus, the verbs which contain higher degrees
of lightness, more syntactic and semantic insertion possibilities and less
insertion blockings display higher degrees of productivity.

Keywords: Light verb, Productivity, Distributed Morphology, Semantic
lightness, Insertion possibilities, Insertion blockings .
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The Persian Light Verbs’ Productivity /2

1.Introduction

Light verbs introduced first by Jesperson (1965) became one of the challenging
issues in modern linguistics after they were focused on by Mester and Gimshaw
(1988). Light verbs are generally known as a group of verbs which carry some
grammatical properties of a verb, but they are semantically bleached or devoid
of meaning. Light verbs have been studied in different languages by many
linguists from different aspects. Likewise, Persian light verbs have been
scrutinized by many researchers from different viewpoints (Dabir-moghaddam,
1995; Folli, Harley & Karimi, 2004; Karimi, 1997; Karimi-Doostan, 1997;
Megerdoomian, 2001; Samvellian & Fagqiri, 2013; among many others). It is
worth noting that there are less than 200 lexical verbs in the verbal system of
modern Persian; most of the verbs are light verb constructions (LVCs). LVCs
are so productive in Persian that the new verbal concepts that enter the language
are also formed based on the LVCs’ pattern, composed of a preverbal element
and a light verb like serch kardan (to search), bla:k kardan (to block). It is what
doubles the importance of their study in this language.

Although many studies have been done in this field, there are some questions
left unanswered thus far. The present study attempts to account for the important
issue of what causes the difference in the degree of Persian LV’s productivity.
While the productivity issue has been hinted at in the previous works too, no
independent study directly has dealt with it till now. We tackle this issue in the
light of Distributed Morphology (Hale and Keyser, 1993, 2002; Marantz, 2013).
To answer this question firstly we measure the productivity of 21 Persian light
verbs and then we discuss the causes of the difference in the degree of their
productivity.
2.Literature Review
In this section, we’ve shortly reviewed the literature of distributed morphology,
its basic features, its morphological operations and how they can help us in
answering the present research question. We’ve also reviewed the concept of
productivity in linguistics and introduced the most relevant methods of
measuring the LVs productivity.
3.Methodology
To answer the research question, we first measured the productivity of 21
Persian LVs. We’ve followed Stevenson, Fazly & North (2001) to measure
type frequency, Baayen and Lieber (1993) to measure token frequency and
Baayen and Lieber (1991) to measure hapax-conditioned frequency of each verb
in the corpus data. Then we accounted for the differences in the degree of their
productivity within the framework of distributed morphology on the ground of
three criteria; the degree of their semantic lightness, their insertion possibilities
and their insertion blockings (using the secondary exponence of Harley &
Noyer, 2000).
4.Results
The results of measuring the productivity have been represented in tables and
diagrams to help the reader to compare them easily. Also, some tables have been
provided to compare the semantic lightness of the 21 Persian LVs, their
insertion possibilities and their insertion blockings.



3/ Journal of Language Researches Vol.12, No.2, Autumn & Winter 2021-2022

5.Discussion

Comparing the results gained in the previous steps, we discussed that the lighter
the verb is, the more nodes it can be inserted in, because it will contain less
semantic conflicting features. On the other hand, calculating the insertion
possibilities and insertion blockings of the Persian LVs based on secondary
exponence of Harley and Noyer (2000), we discussed that the less specified a
verb is for being inserted into a node, the more insertion possibilities it is going
to have and the less blocking it will encounter. They can be the cause of the
difference in the Light verbs’ degree of productivity.

6.Conclusions

Based on the results, we have concluded that the degree of LV’s productivity
depends on three criteria; the degree of semantic lightness, the insertion
possibilities and the insertion blockings. In other words, the verbs which contain
higher degrees of lightness, more insertion possibilities and less insertion
blockings display higher degrees of productivity.
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A. Causative Transitive: e1 CAUSE (x,y) . e2 BECOME (Y) B. Anti-causative: el BECOME (x)

C. Pure- Transitive: e1 DO (x,y) D. Pure- Intransitive: e1 DO (x)
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Abstract

Rhythmic characteristics of speech based on consonantal and vocalic intervals as
well as syllabic intervals vary between speakers of the same language.
Nonetheless, the rhythmicity of a speech signal is not solely dependent on the
durational variability of phonetic intervals but it is also associated with the
variability of the intensity patterns as well. Acoustic parameter of intensity is
largely determined by the articulatory behaviors of the speech organs such as lip
movement or mouth aperture. Therefore, it is plausible that speaker idiosyncrasy
in movement of speech articulators and anatomical differences in individual’s
vocal tracts may influence the energy distribution across a speech signal which
subsequently leads to the variability in the values of the intensity measures.
Using experimental phonetics tools and from an explicitly speaker-specific
perspective, the present research attempts to explore potential speaker-specific
acoustic parameters of speech rhythm which are extracted from the intensity
contours across Persian speakers. This research aims to discover whether
intensity-based measures of speech rhythm are able to discriminate between
speakers in Persian. Two types of acoustic rhythmic measures based on the
mean syllable intensity (stdevM, varcoM, rPVIm, nPVIm) and peak syllable
intensity (stdevP, varcoP, rPVIp, nPVIp)) were selected for this study. Speech
data from 12 Persian male speakers were recorded non-contemporaneously in
laboratory environment on two different occasions separated by one to two
weeks. Speech tokens were acoustically measured with PRAAT version 5.2.34
and statistical analyses were carried out with SPSS version 21 and R version
3.3.3. Results of the study indicated that speech rhythm measures based on
intensity fluctuations play an important role in between-speaker rhythmic
variability. In addition, discriminatory power of intensity-based measures is not
affected by the language-dependent characteristics of Persian. The results also
showed that the peak syllable intensity measures carry more speaker-specific
information compared to the mean syllable intensity measures.

Keywords: Experimental phonetics, intensity-based measures, speaker
identification, speech rhythm, between-speaker variability.
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1.Introduction

Speech is highly organized in time. In the present study, we study how
suprasegmental temporal features can contribute to speaker-individuality in
Persian. Temporal characteristic of speech is a newly developed method applied
in forensic phonetics. The rationale behind this idea is that humans differ in
terms of the anatomical dimensions of the articulators, which result in
idiosyncratic temporal characteristic articulation, namely speaker-specific
rhythm. This relationship, however, is very complex as numerous acquired and
language-specific characteristics also influence the temporal structure of speech.
Suprasegmental speech rhythm measures involve a tight interaction between
speakers’ anatomy and their learned behavior. It seems that a possible
contribution of the individual kinematics of the articulators which might lead to
individual temporal characteristics in the signal may influence aspects of the
signal that stand in relation to its intensity. To date, there has only been research
in languages like English and German whose speakers might vary considerably
in the way they operate the articulators to produce complex phonotactics and
vowel reductions. Therefore, it is conceivable that language-specific features of
Persian influence on temporal characteristic of speech. This study therefore sets
out to explore between-speaker rhythmic variability as well as within-speaker
rhythmic variability across Persian speakers to see to what degree such temporal
characteristics vary among Persian speakers. Certainly a comprehensive
understanding of speaker-specific temporal characteristics can only be obtained
via a contrastive analysis of such characteristics in numerous different languages
with widely different phonological systems.

2.Literature Review

In this section, different numerous studies on speech rhythm measures were
categorized based on the measures of speech interval duration and temporal
characteristics of the amplitude envelope.

3.Methodology

To test between-and within-speaker variability, twelve male speakers of
Standard Contemporary Persian were recorded on two different sessions,
separated by a time-lapse of one to two weeks. Speakers were asked to read the
54 sentences one by one, with a pause, and in a natural way, without any marked
intonation. The microphone was positioned approximately 20 cm away from the
mouth of the speakers in a diagonal position. Speech tokens were analysed using
Praat (version 5.2.34, Boersma and Weenink 2013). For this study, we selected
suprasegmental intensity-based measures retrieved from mean and peak syllable
units of speech signals. Statistical analysis of data was carried out using R (R
core Team 2014) version 3.3.3 and the R package Ime4 (Bates, Maechler,
Bolker and Walker 2016) and SPSS (IBM Corp. 2012).
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4.Results

In this section, we provide the results of different acoustical models i.e. two-way
anova, multinomial logistic regression and principal component analysis that
were employed on the collected speech data of Persian. In the present study, we
explored potential speaker-specific acoustic parameters of speech rhythm in
Persian from a forensic-acoustic perspective. Statistical analysis of speech data
revealed that selected acoustic speech rhythm measures are able to discriminate
between Persian speakers and among them the variation coefficient of syllable
peak intensity levels (varcoP) could account better for variability across
speakers.

5.Discussion

We discuss how temporal characteristics of speech signals based on intensity
fluctuations vary between Persian speakers and which acoustic parameter of
speech rhythm has more potential in showing between-speaker variability.
Furthermore, we compared the results of the present study to the findings of
previous studies to see in what way Persian has been similar or different from
other investigated languages

6.Conclusions

Based on the results obtained we can conclude that speech rhythm measures can
be potentially characterized as language-independent parameters which can be
utilized as acoustic cues in cases where knowledge about speaker-specific
rhythm is needed.
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Abstract

Historical linguistic studies on words lead to finding clitics. Clitics function like
independent words but they are phonologically dependent and in order to be
pronounced they attach neighboring elements. Clitics attachment to their hosts
can appear in different forms: proclitic, mesoclitic, endoclitics and enclitic. They
are very important because clitics are where morphology, syntax, and phonology
meet. Mukri Kurdish clitics which are highly mobile can be hosted by different
categories including prepositions. Two groups of adpositions are found in Mukri
which appear as both preposition and postposition. MacKenzie recognizes two
kinds of prepositions in Mukri: simple prepositions and absolute forms. The
prepositions of the first group occur immediately before a noun (or a noun
phrase) and a pronoun which they govern, while the absolute forms which are
fewer in number cannot occur before an independent noun, a noun phrase or an
independent pronoun and can take only clitics as their complements. Besides the
aforementioned ones compound prepositions and circumpositions are also found
in  Mukri. Circumpositions can be both simple and complex. Simple
circumpositions can take only nominal complements but the complex
circumpositions can take both clitics and full forms as their complements. The
present article tries to investigate the interaction of different kinds of Mukri
adpositons with pronominal clitics using Optimality Theory constraints in
Prepositional Phrase (PP). The constraints which play role in clitic placement
within PP are Nonlnitial (cli, PP), Integrity (PP) and LeftMost (cli, L, PP). Data
analysis against Optimality Theory constraints showed that constraints
Nonlnitial (cli, PP) and Integrity (PP) dominate LeftMost (cli, L, PP). Finall it
was concluded that Mukri Kurdish pronominal clitics place in the second
position. The research method of this article is descriptive — analytic and
fieldwork. To collect the data the main author’s intuition as the native speaker of
the dialect under the discussion, 20 hours recorded speech, Mukri Kurdish sites
and newspapers have been used.

Keywords: Mukri Kurdish, Pronominal clitics, Adpositions, constraints,
Optimality Theory.
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1.Introduction

This study focuses on the pronominal clitics ain prepositional phrases in
Mukri Kurdish which is a sub-branch of Central Kurdish (CK) spoken in
Murkiryan region in North-West of Iran in Oshnaviyeh, Mahabad,
Naghadeh, Piranshahr, Bukan and Sardasht. The data of Oshnaviyeh Mukri
are analyzed in the present study. The aforementioned variety has a highly
rich and complicated clitic system in which clitics are highly mobile and
need to be studied within Linguistics Theories. Mukri variety has been
studied by both orientalists and native scholars. Since most of the scholars
have investigated the typology of Mukri clitics and studying Mukri clitics
theoretically was outstandingly ignored, the present paper tries to fill this
gap.Various kinds of clitics are found in Mukri which have a tendency to be
hosted by hosts belonging to different categories. They are hosted by Nouns,
Adverbs (in Mukri), Verb Phrases (VPs), Noun Phrases (NPs), and
Prepositional Phrases (PPs). The present paper first tries to study and
analyze Mukri pronominal clitics, and then discusses their placement in PPs.
Two groups of adpositions are found in Mukri which appear as both
preposition and  postposition. MacKenzie recognizes two kinds of
prepositions in Mukri: simple prepositions and absolute forms. The
prepositions of the first group occur immediately before a noun (or a noun
phrase) and a pronoun which they govern, while the absolute forms which
are fewer in number cannot occur before an independent noun, a noun phrase
or an independent pronoun and can take only clitics as their complements.
Besides  the  aforementioned ones, compound prepositions  and
circumpositions are also found in Mukri. Circumpositions can be both
simple and complex. Simple circumpositions can take only nominal
complements but the complex circumpositions can take both clitics and full
forms as their complements. The present article tries to investigate the
interaction of different kinds of Mukri adpositons with pronominal clitics
using Optimality Theory constraints in Prepositional Phrase (PP). The OT
constraints which play a role in clitic placement within PPs are Nonlnitial
(cli, PP), Integrity (PP) and LeftMost (cli, L, PP). Data analysis against
Optimality Theory constraints showed that constraints Nonlnitial (cli, PP)
and Integrity (PP) dominate LeftMost (cli L, PP). Finall it was concluded
that Mukri Kurdish pronominal clitics appear in the second position.

2. Literature Review

A review of the literature on Kurdish pronominal clitics and their interaction
with prepositions revealed that this issue has been ignored and there were
just two relevant studies. Alinezhad and MohammadiBolbanAbad (2013)
tried to investigate the interaction of absolute prepositions of CK with
pronominal clitics. Opengin (2013, p. 282) considered placement of clitics in
second position as a morphological phenomenon because they appear after
the first morpheme.

3.Methodology

The research method of this study is descriptive — analytic and fieldwork. To
collect the data the main author’s intuition as the native speaker of the
dialect under discussion, 20 hours recorded speech, Mukri Kurdish sites, TV
programs and newspapers have been used. All the data have been analyzed
within Optimality Theory.
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4.Results

Mukri data analysis showed that clitics can function in different domains but
they cann’t appear everywhere within their domains. In other words, OT
constraint puts some restrictions for clitics and these restrictions place them in the
second position.

5.Discussion

We discussed how OT constraints are applied on Mukri Kurdish data to
position clitics.

6.Conclusions

Based on the results mentioned, the OT constraints which play a role in clitic
placement within PPs are Nonlnitial (cli PP), Integrity (PP) and LeftMost
(cli, L, PP). Nonlnitial (cli PP) doesn’t let the clitic appear at the beginning
of its functioning domain. Integrity (PP) prevents elements which are not
part of the domain to enter the domain and LeftMost (cli, L, PP) pushes the
clitic to appear at the leftmost edge of the domain.
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2. postposition
3. absolute forms
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1. compound adpositions
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31. a. ®&ngo la mae=w Kiri:
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1. Nominative-Accusative
2. Ergative

3. Split ergativity

4, addressee
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36. a. pe=y da-n
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Bls L@;—l 4 (, Q—‘) ol
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25,5 Ll 5
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4. degree of metrically complete prosodic structure
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Abstract

This paper investigates the External Merge position of the floating
quantifier “hame” (all) in Persian. Quantifier floating has received two
major analyses: stranding adverbial. In this paper, the former approach is
shown to be more explanatorily justified. The paper provides evidence to
indicate that “hame” is adjoined acyclically to the argument DP after the DP
moves from its 0-position, along the lines of Boskovic (2004). More
specifically, quantifier floating is shown not to be possible from 6-positions.
The evidence comes from the prosodic pattern of Persian unmarked
sentences as well as the scope interaction of negation and the floating
quantifier “hame”. In regard to prosodic pattern of Persian unmarked
sentences, main sentence stress has been argued by Kahnemuyipour (2009)
to mark the left edge of vP. Floating quantifier is shown to occur before the
element bearing main sentence stress in unmarked sentences, so it is
claimed to be outside of vP, and therefore outside of the 0-position. As
regards the second evidence, i.e. scope interaction, in negative sentences
containing floating “hame’ when negation is not focused, ‘hame’ is
constantly out of the scope of negation, and this means that in such
sentences, neither the floating quantifier nor its copies are within the c-
commanding domain of NegP. To put it another way, the base position of
the floating quantifier is higher than NegP, which is argued to be between
TP and vP. To determine the position of NegP in Persian, evidence is
provided from negation in gerund phrases in Persian, and the scope
interaction between manner and speaker-oriented adverbs on the one hand
and between these adverbs and negation on the other. Showing that NegP is
located between vP and TP within the scope of “hame”, it is concluded that
the External Merge position of quantifier is higher than vP, and therefore is
outside the 6-domain.

Keywords: floating quantifier “hame”, 0-position, negation, quantifier
scope, scope interaction.
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1. Introduction:

Quantifiers in Persian, like in other languages, are a kind of modifier that
normally appear immediately before the nominal phrases that they modify.
However, there are sentences in which these quantifiers occur separated from
their associated nominal phrases. This phenomenon is referred to as quantifier
floating (Q-floating), and the stranded quantifier in such sentences is known as
the *floating quantifier’. A quantifier is an operator that refers to the portion of a
specific domain that satisfies a proposition. There are different types of
quantifiers, and the two most frequently used ones are universal (exemplified by
‘all’ in English) and existential quantifiers (like ‘some’ in English). In this
paper, we are concerned with the floating universal quantifier ‘hame’ (all). This
paper investigates the base position of floating quantifier “hame’ in Persian, and
provides evidence in support of Boskovic's (2004) idea, according to which
quantifiers may not be stranded in 6-positions.

2. Literature review:

There are two major approaches to quantifier floating in the literature:
adjunction and stranding approaches. The adjunction approach, supported by
May (1977), Kayne (1981), Belletti (1982), Dowty and Brodie (1984) and
Miyagawa (1989), considers quantifiers as adjuncts: the floating quantifiers as
adverbial adjuncts and the non-floating quantifiers as adnominal adjuncts. Under
this approach, floating quantifiers are base-generated in the adverbial position in
the sentence since the positions occupied by floating quantifier canonically
belong to adverbs. According to this approach, there is no shared base structure
for floating and non-floating quantifier structures. Under this proposal, the
floating quantifier and the nominal phrase are not related to each other by
movement. This approach assumes that floating quantifier is a kind of anaphoric
adverbial and needs to be bound by an antecedent.

Considering the shortcomings of the adjunction (adverbial) approach,
Sportiche (1988) developed a stranding approach as an alternative approach to
quantifier floating. According to this approach, the quantifier and the adjacent
nominal phrase together form a single constituent, and in the course of the
derivation, the nominal phrase moves to a higher position, leaving the quantifier
stranded in situ; in other words, the stranding analysis considers the floating
quantifier construction as the result of a transformation from non-floating
quantifier construction. Boskovic (2004), contrary to the basic version of the
stranding analysis, maintains that floating and non-floating quantifier
constructions do not have a base structure in common, i.e. there is no
transformational relation between floating and non-floating quantifier
constructions. He argues for the late adjunction of floating quantifier “all’.
According to him, adjunction of floating quantifier to the nominal phrase is not
possible in 6-positions. In other words, floating quantifier is a late adjunct to a
copy of its associated DP. Put differently, in the derivation leading to quantifier
floating, a DP moves from its 0-position and then receives a QP as an adjunct,
then it further moves to a higher position and strands the quantifier in situ.
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3. Methodology
This article employs a descriptive-analytic method and is based on the
minimalist program.

4. Result

In the current paper, we first examine two opposing approaches to quantifier
floating with reference to Persian data. We show that the stranding approach
provides a more powerful explanatory account of the Persian quantifier floating
construction. We address the base position of the floating quantifier in Persian
and provide evidence in support of Boskovic’s (2004) ban on the adjunction of
floating quantifier to the nominal phrase in 6-positions. The first piece of
evidence comes from the prosodic pattern of unmarked Persian sentences.
According to Kahnemuyipour (2009), the main stress of an unmarked sentence
marks the left edge of the vP. We show that the floating quantifier ‘hame’
occurs before the element bearing the main sentence stress in unmarked
sentences, so the floating quantifier is claimed to be outside of vP, and therefore
outside of the 6-domain.

The second piece of evidence comes from the scope interaction of negation
and the floating quantifier ‘hame” when negation doesn’t bear the focal stress.
First, we need to determine the position of NegP in the derivation of Persian
negative sentences. Negative gerund phrases provide evidence for NegP to be
situated lower than TP in the hierarchical structure of the sentence. It’s also
shown that in Persian negative sentences, sentence negation takes scope over
manner adverbs, whereas subject-oriented adverbs are out of the scope of
negation. Thus, NegP is concluded to be somewhere between manner and
subject-oriented adverbs. Considering these adverbs’ positions, we come to the
conclusion that NegP occupies a position between vP and TP.

Given the position of NegP in the derivation of Persian sentences, we try to
determine the position of the floating quantifier ‘hame’ relative to the NegP. We
then show that in negative sentences where Neg is not focused, the floating
quantifier ‘hame’ has a scope wider than the scope of negation, and this
indicates that there is no copy of ‘hame’ below the negation. So, the floating
‘hame’ enters the structure in a position higher than negation, and thus, higher
than the vP, which includes the 6-positions.

5. Conclusion
In sum, we present data from Persian to support Boskovic's (2004) ban on
adjunction of the floating quantifier to its associated nominal in 6-positions.
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Abstract
In Persian, much research focuses on the syntax-morphology interface in
DM, but research on the syntax-semantics interface is generally absent from
DM literature. The aim of this study is to account for possessor raising and
figure raising constructions in Persian which demands the review of the
distinction between possessor and figure as thematic roles in double object
and ditransitive constructions based on Wood and Marantz (2017). By the
former, we mean the double object and to-dative expression of transfer of
possession and by the latter, we mean ditransitive predicates that select for a
locatume argument and a location argument. They involve one structure,
varying in terms of what vP takes as a complement, which is a D*P in
double object and a p*P in ditransitive constructions. The DP is interpreted
as “possessor” if it is externally merged in Spec of D*P and the DP is
interpreted as “figure” if it is externally merged in Spec of p*P. Possessor
raising generates two other kinds of thematic dependencies, including
clausal possession and change-of-state vPs. Figure raising requires the
considerations of natural reflexive vPs in ditransitive constructions and their
corresponding inchoatives. The interpretation of an external argument
depends on a theta-role introduced somewhere lower in the structure. Figure
raising involves an external argument that bears a figure role introduced
inside a lower pP; clausal possession involves an external or applied
argument bearing a possessor role introduced inside a lower DP. This also
requires the consideration of change-of-state semantics. The basic structure
of a change-of-state vPs involves one v head which takes a DP complement.
Possessor raising construction combines properties of both clausal
possession and change-of-state semantics.

Keywords: change-of-state vPs, clausal possession, inchoatives, figure
raising, natural reflexive vPs, possessor raising.
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1.Introduction

Wood and Marantz (2017) argue that the principles of syntactic structure
building are truly autonomous such that underlying structure is determined
neither by “theta theory” nor by considerations of aspectual or argument
structure. The resulting system of interpretive semantics better explains
semantic relations in alternative constructions. | will follow interpretive
semantics to review thematic roles of possessor in double object
constructions indicating transfer of possession and figure in ditransitive
constructions indicating locative constructions. Then | will provide a
detailed discussion of possessor-raising and figure-raising constructions in
Persian.

2.Literature Review

Argument structure refers to the syntactic structure linking a verb with its
arguments. Over the years, this notion has been interpreted in different ways,
mainly focusing on the lexical verb or on the structure associated with it.
According to the “lexicalist” view, the verb determines the structure
associated with it. The lexicalists investigated double object constructions
(Barss & Lasnik 1986, Larson 1988, Pylkkanen 2002/2008, Cuervo 2003,
Rappaport & Levin 2008, Bruening 2010, Harley & Miyagawa 2018, Karimi
2005, Anushe 1397, among others) and locative constructions (Pinker 1989,
Rappaport & Levin 2008, Roshan 1377, Karimi-Doostan & Safari 1390,
among others). Their approach was challenged by the advent of anti-
lexicalist approaches including DM (Halle & Marantz 1993). DM introduced
the idea that a root can form any possible structure depending on the
functional head it is merged with. In Persian, much research focuses on the

syntax-morphology interface in DM (Anoushe 1394, 1396,1397,1398;
Ahmadi & Anoushel398), but research on the syntax-semantics interface is
generally absent from DM literature. Sadrolmamaleki and Anoushe (2021)
investigated dative and locative alternations in Persian based on Wood and
Marantz (2017).

3. Theoretical Framework

Wood and Marantz (2017) propose that the syntax and semantics of external
arguments depend on the autonomy of the syntax. They argue for a
simplification of the primitives that introduce argument structure in the
syntax, proposing a unifying analysis for heads such as Voice (which
introduce the external argument of verb phrase), little p (which introduces
figure, i.e., the external argument of prepositional phrase) and low
applicative (which introduces the external argument related to a DP). They
propose that these heads can be reduced to one single argument introducer,
which they refer to as i*. In the present study | review the distinction
between possessor and figure as thematic roles in double object and
ditransitive constructions based on Wood and Marantz (2017). Then |
discuss possessor-raising and figure-raising constructions in Persian by a
descriptive-analytical method.
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4. Results

We examined possessor-raising and figure-raising constructions in Persian,
which demands the review of the distinction between possessor and figure as
thematic roles in double object construction and ditransitive construction
based on Wood and Marantz (2017). When i* merges with a DP, its
categorial feature is valued to match that of its complement and a DP
projected to specifier position is interpreted as possessor. When i* merges
with a pP, its categorial feature is valued to match that of its complement and
a DP projected to specifier position is interpreted as figure. Possessor raising
generates two other kinds of thematic dependencies, including clausal
possession and change-of-state vPs. Figure raising requires the consideration
of natural reflexive verbs in ditransitive constructions and their
corresponding inchoatives.

5. Discussion

The objective of this study was to re-establish the autonomy of syntax by
indicating abstract morphemes that build interpretable structures in line with
Wood and Marantz (2017). Based on interpretive semantics, | demonstrated
that the principles of syntactic structure building were truly autonomous
such that underlying syntactic structure was determined neither by “theta
theory” nor by considerations of aspectual or argument structure. After
outlining the syntactic and semantic properties of argument-introducing
head, | presented an analysis of dative and locative constructions to show the
distinction between possessor and figure roles. Then | applied the system to
a set of cases where the interpretation of an external argument depends on a
theta-role introduced somewhere lower in the structure. Figure raising
involves an external argument that bears a figure role introduced inside a
lower pP; clausal possession involves an external or applied argument
bearing a possessor role introduced inside a lower DP. This also requires the
consideration of change-of-state semantics. The basic structure of a change-
of-state vPs involves one v head which takes a DP complement. Possessor
raising construction combines properties of both clausal possession and
change-of-state semantics.
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Abstract

Discourse marker is a functional-pragmatic category, not affecting truth
conditions of the sentence. These linguistic elements encode procedural rather
than representative or propositional meanings. Discourse markers have been the
subject of increasing attention in recent years, and have been investigated in
different theoretical frameworks. Among the vast variety of approaches toward
interpreting the role of discourse markers, one major approach is rooted in
Grice's suggestion. By elaborating the concept of conventional implicature along
the previously well-known concept of conversational implicature, Grice (1989)
treats some discourse markers as being instances of the former. He also
conceptualized the concept of non-central or higher-level speech acts to account
for the contribution of these discourse markers to the meaning of their host
sentence. In this article, we will initially describe the characteristics of the
discourse marker "megaer" (‘unless’/’but’) in terms of prototypical
characteristics of discourse markers proposed by Brinton (1996) and Heine
(2013). We then present a diachronic exposition of its semantic development
from having a propositional meaning to a word with a textual and expressive
function in contemporary Persian. This explanation is in accordance with
Traugott’s (1982) analysis of semantic change toward more subjectification.
Ultimately, we have applied a Gricean interpretation to this Persian discourse
marker, as a higher-level speech act. It is argued that "mageer” (‘unless’/’but), in
addition to its function as a connective element (which connects two textual
units or encrypts the connection between the propositional content of an
utterance and its previous context), can help with the performance of a non-
central speech act with the illocutionary force of indicating opposition. Given
the fact that speech acts, in Searl's terms, are the subject of the quadruple felicity
conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity, Propositional content and Essential
conditions we have shown how these conditions can be actualized (or applied)
when it comes to higher-level speech acts.

Keywords: Discourse Marker, Conventional Implicature, Speech Act,
Illocutionary Force, Felicity Conditions, Grammaticalization.
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Discourse Markers are among the most controversial subjects in Pragmatics. Not
affecting truth conditions of the sentence, these linguistic elements encode
procedural rather than representative or propositional meanings. There seem to
be many disagreements among linguists, concerning the terminology and
definition. Besides, there is no general consensus even in the set of expressions
that can be concerned as instances of this term. Discourse markers have been the
subject of increasing attention in recent years, and have been investigated in
different theoretical frameworks. One major approach toward interpreting the
role of discourse markers is rooted in Grice's works (1989). Grice subsumed
some of the discourse markers under the concept of conventional implicature
and as instances of what he called higher-level or non-central speech act. The
significance of this approach is due to its contribution to the development of the
speech act theory.

The Persian word "maegeer" (‘unless’/’but’) has undergone different changes in
meaning and role, leading to its function as a discourse marker in today's
Persian. So far, there has not been any research that specifically studies
"maeger”, which makes the current study the first research on the various
pragmatic aspects of this discourse marker. In this article, we will initially
describe the characteristics of "mager” in terms of prototypical characteristics
of discourse markers proposed by Brinton (1996) and Heine (2013), in order to
demonstrate the fact that this expression mostly functions as a discourse marker
in contemporary Persian. In the next step, we put forward a diachronic
exposition of its semantic development. Ultimately, we have applied a Gricean
interpretation of this Persian discourse marker, as a higher-level speech act.

This paper aims to answer these questions: can we consider'magear" as a
discourse marker in Persian, and if it is so what are its characteristics? How can
we describe "mageer"” as a higher-level speech act, in Gricean terms, and what
would be its illocutionary force? How we can use Searl’s felicity conditions for
this discourse marker?

2. Methodology

Based on a brief discussion about "maegeer'’s characteristics, we have shown
that it has almost every prototypical characteristic of discourse markers
suggested by Brinton (1996) and Heine (2013). Then we put forward a
diachronic exposition by comparing the various meanings of this expression in
11-13 century texts with its meaning in today Persian. For doing so, we
gathered two small corpora, including 150 old usages of the word and 170
contemporary usages. We have shown that its content has changed from a
propositional meaning to a textual and expressive meaning in contemporary
Persian, which is in line with Traugott’s (1982) analysis of semantic-pragmatic
change in the early stages of grammaticalization. Lastly, it is argued that
"meeger" (‘unless’/’but), in addition to its function as a connective element
(which connects two textual units or encrypts the connection between the
propositional content of an utterance and its previous context), can help with the
performance of a non-central speech act with the illocutionary force of
indicating opposition. Given the fact that speech acts, in Searl's terms, are the
subject of the quadruple felicity conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity,
Propositional content, and Essential conditions we have shown how these
conditions can be actualized (or applied) when it comes to higher-level speech
acts.

3.Discussion of Results and Conclusions
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Findings can be summarized in several directions. First, it was found that
"mageer"”, a word that was made by combining the negative marker “ma” with
“a&ger” (the result of grammaticalization of “hakeaerem”, an adverb of time),
has gradually accepted a contrastive and concessive meaning. "mager" has
changed from a word with a propositional meaning (referring to a temporal
situation) toward a textual function (which is helping to make a text cohesive)
that is in accordance with Traugott’s (1982) analysis of “while”. In today's
Persian, it has accepted a concessive meaning as well, which is primarily
expressive of the speaker's attitudes toward the addressee or proposition itself.
Second, the interrogative sentences that contain initial "meegeer”, besides
performing a literal speech act (uttering a question) are always carrying an
indirect speech act as well, emphasizing the declarative proposition that is
outwardly target of a yes-no question. The gap between the secondary (literal)
and the primary (indirect) speech act is bridged up with recourse to the higher-
level speech act. By designating on a concessive contrast on the non-central
speech act level, "mager" helps the addressee to infer the indirect speech act on
the central level. In this process (bridging the gap between primary and
secondary speech act), mutual contextual beliefs have a leading role as well.
Third, among the quadruple felicity conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity,
Propositional content, and Essential conditions we have shown how these
conditions can be actualized (or applied) when it comes to higher-level speech
acts. To put it concisely, the conditions of propositional content and sincerity are
inapplicable or irrelevant for non-central speech acts in general, but we can
formulate preparatory and essential conditions for "mager" as bellow (H stands
for the hearer and S for the speaker):

Preparatory condition, it is not obvious to H that S believes there is no
opposition.Essential condition, uttering the expression counts as an attempt to
make an opposition between two parts of utterance or between utterance and
contextual assumptions.
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