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Abstract

The aim of this research is to investigate object omission based on Role and Reference
Grammar. Object omission is a valency-reduction process in which a verb which is
transitive in nature, appears without its object. This study, will indicate semantic,
syntactic and pragmatic representation of the aforementioned construction with respect
to the presented concepts in Role and Reference Grammar including the layered
structure of the clause, logical structure, semantic macroroles, information structure,
activation status of the referents and linking algorithm. Explaining object omission in
the framework of RRG, indicates one of the advantages of this grammar. Although
RRG attends to the interaction between form and function, it declines the abstract
layers or elements in the syntactic analysis. Accordingly, in this grammar the syntactic
structure of the clause is represented based on what is explicitly applicable. Therefore,
RRG is not faced with any restriction in explaining object omission and regarding what
is explicitly presented in the sentence, it behaves with transitive verbs which omit their
objects as intransitive ones. The most specific attainments of investigating object
omission in the framework of RRG are as follows: In the layered structure of a clause
with omitted object, one of the arguments of the core will be reduced and the syntactic
representation will be like an intransitive verb with just one argument (subject) in the
core. The logical structure of such verbs, likewise, will be represent with just one
argument (x), unlike transitive verbs which has two arguments (X, y) in logical
structure. Regarding the aktionsart type of the verbs, the findings indicate that activities
are the most frequent verbs in object omission construction. the reason is that the
second argument of activity verbs is not a macrorole and therefore can be omitted.
Describing object omission with regard to information structure and activation status of
the referents in RRG shows that as in the aforementioned construction the object is
omitted, it cannot be a focal or topical element and its referent can be considered as an
accessible one. Since it is the hearer’s knowledge of the world that makes it possible to
understand the notion of the omitted object. Moreover, in this study, regarding object
omission construction, linking algorithm from semantic to syntax and from syntax to
semantics has been provided. The bidirectional diagrams show that the linking
principles of selecting and linking undergoer in both directions will not exist in the
objectless sentences.

object omission, valency-reduction,transitivity alternation, information structure,
linking .
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1.ntroduction

Object omission can be treated as a valency-reduction process and is defined as a non-overt internal
argument of any verb that also may take an overt pronominal internal argument with the same
semantic role though may not have the same semantic interpretation. The difference between object
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omission and other valency-reduction processes such as interrogatives and passives is that, in object
omission construction, the object is not null or displaced and it cannot be found elsewhere in the
sentence. The difference between null or displaced objects and object omission cases in this study can
be explained in terms of context-dependency. Context-dependent object omission occurs when the
object has been mentioned in the previous discourse or when the general context provides some clues
for the listener to be able to identify the referent of the omitted object. In comparison, in the case of
context-independent object omission, it is not necessary for the hearer to identify the specific referent
of the omitted object. The aim of this research is to investigate object omission construction in Persian,
in the framework of Role and Reference Grammar. As Role and Reference Grammar attends the
discourse and pragmatic aspects in explaining syntactic phenomena, and attempts to discover
typological tendencies in grammatical constructions between the languages, it seems to be an
appropriate framework to explain object omission construction as well.

2. Methodology

The theoretical framework adopted is Role and Reference Grammar which focuses on the interaction
between form and function, and declines the abstract layers or elements in the syntactic analysis. After
selecting the appropriate cases of context-independent object omission in Persian from different
sources with different styles such as novels, movies, series and daily conversations, semantic,
syntactic and pragmatic representations of the aforementioned construction with respect to the
presented concepts in Role and Reference Grammar including the layered structure of the clause,
logical structure, semantic macroroles, information structure, activation status of the referents and
linking algorithm were presented.

3. Discussion

Explaining object omission in the framework of Role and Reference Grammar, indicates one of the
advantages of this grammar. Although this grammar attends to the interaction between form and
function, it declines the abstract layers or elements in the syntactic analysis. Accordingly, in this
grammar the syntactic structure of the clause is represented based on what is explicitly applicable.
Therefore, Role and Reference Grammar is not faced with any restriction in explaining object
omission and regarding what is explicitly presented in the sentence, it behaves with transitive verbs
which omit their objects as intransitive ones. The most specific attainments of investigating object
omission in the framework of Role and Reference Grammar are presented below:

Although there are two arguments in the core of transitive clauses, but in the layered structure of a
clause with the omitted object, one of the arguments of the core will be reduced and the syntactic
representation will be like an intransitive verb with just one argument (subject) in the core. The logical
structure of such verbs, likewise, will be represented with just one argument (x), unlike transitive
verbs which has two arguments (X, y) in logical structure.

In Role and Reference Grammar verbs are classified into four categories: state, achievement, activity
and accomplishment. Among these four classes, the findings indicate that activities are the most
frequent verbs in object omission construction. There are three reasons behind the higher frequency of
activity verbs in the aforementioned construction:

1. The second argument of activity verbs is not a macrorole.

2. The second argument of activity verbs is not referential.

3. The second argument of activity verbs is not specific.

These are the distinctive features of the kind of object activity verbs generally take, because the
second argument of other types of aktionsart including state, achievement and accomplishment, is a
macrorole. Hence it is referential and specific and accordingly cannot be omitted.

Transitivity has traditionally been explained based on the number of syntactic arguments a verb takes.
However, Role and Reference Grammar by adopting a new approach defines transitivity in terms of
macroroles which play a crucial role in the linking system. Actor and undergoer are two macroroles
that are motivated by the fact that in grammatical constructions groups of thematic relations are treated
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alike. The number of macroroles that a verb takes is generally predictable from its logical structure. A
transitive verb normally has two arguments in its logical structure. But in object omission construction
in which a transitive verb omits one of its arguments, it takes just one macrorole. As the default choice
for privileged syntactic argument in accusative languages such as Persian is actor, it can be concluded
that in object omission construction, the omitted macrorole is undergoer and the existing macrorole in
the sentence is actor.

Describing object omission with regard to information structure and activation status of the referents
in Role and Reference Grammar shows that while focal and topical referents are noticeable
constituents in the sentence, they cannot be omitted. However, as the object is omitted in object
omission construction, it cannot be a focal or topical element. On the other hand, as the hearer is able
to understand the meaning of an objectless sentence, the referent of an omitted object can be
considered as an identifiable one; and among three subsets of identifiable referents, it will be
accessible inferentially, because it is the hearer’s knowledge of the world that makes it possible to
understand the notion of the omitted object.

4. Conclusion

A transitive verb normally has two arguments in its logical structure. But in object omission
construction in which a transitive verb omits one of its arguments, it takes just one macrorole. As the
default choice for privileged syntactic argument in accusative languages such as Persian is actor, it can
be concluded that in object omission construction, the omitted macrorole is undergoer and the existing
macrorole in the sentence is actor.

In this study, regarding object omission construction, linking algorithm from semantic to syntax and
from syntax to semantics has been provided. The bidirectional diagrams show that the linking
principles of selecting and linking undergoer in both directions will not exist in the cases of object
omission construction. accordingly, linking in the aforementioned construction, will be represented
like the linking of an intransitive sentence, as well as representing the layered structure and logical
structure of object omission construction in the framework of Role and Reference Grammar.
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